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 Spare a thought for plastic pollution this WDCD 

By Noel Oettlé, Drynet Secretariat 

This year WDCD focuses on changing public attitudes to the leading driver of desertification 
and land degradation: humanity’s relentless production and consumption.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has given all of us opportunities to reflect on our lives and our 
relationships with the natural world. The dramatic impacts of the pandemic on nature have 
been widely appreciated by people all over the world: cleaner air, less noise pollution and a 
return of many species to urban areas that they had previously abandoned. 

These experiences open our minds to why it is so vital to manage our land resources more 
sustainably. While it might seem self-evident that the food we eat, and the plants that feed 
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our farm animals and provide fibre for our clothes are gifted to us by nature, many children 
have little idea where these things come from, let alone the webs of life that must be 
maintained to support us. 

Rebuilding our relationship with nature as we learn to live differently in our COVID-ravaged 
societies is no easy matter. We imagine that there are still vast areas of the planet that are 
relatively untouched by the greed of humanity, and the drylands come to mind as pristine 
environments. But are they? 

Research recently published in the journal Science by Janice Brahney of Utah State University 
and colleagues reflects findings about the global movement of microplastics. from some of 
the wild spaces in the west of the USA. It is estimated that more than 1,000 tons of 
microplastics are carried on the wind into the National Parks and protected areas of the 
western United States annually. To put this into perspective, this is enough to make up to 300 
million water bottles. 

 
Left: location of floating garbage in the Pacific, mostly plastic; Right: Plastics in the ocean kill marine life 

We have known for years that plastics pollute the land, and can kill animals when ingested. 
We have also become increasingly aware that they float and accumulate on water surfaces 
and form huge floating “garbage dumps” in the Pacific and other oceans. 

The stunning new insight that this research reveals relates to the movement of microplastics 
on the winds that circle the globe. This atmospheric transport of microplastics has been 
previously overlooked by scientists, because the "global plastic cycle” has been poorly 
understood. 

Of the world’s annual production of more than 350 million tons of plastic, a large proportion 
ends up in the environment as waste. When it degrades it forms microplastic particles that 
are highly dispersive. But because we cannot see them with the naked eye, we might imagine 
that they are absent from the landscape. However, research is revealing that they are now 
found from the deep ocean to the summits of high mountain. 
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The infamous dustbowl in the western USA in the 1930s; A modern dust storm moves through agricultural land  

Dust storms have had massive economic and health impacts on people in the past century, 
and countries like China, Korea and the USA have invested massive resources to control them, 
with notable successes. Scientists have studies the problem and have a good understanding 
of how airborne dust is transported around the world by winds. However, it is only recently 
that researchers have observed that microplastics are also being transported over vast 
distances with this dust. When it is deposited on the soil surface it is not visible to the naked 
eye but is mingled in with dust particles. 

The study by Brahney et al analysed the transport and accumulation of microplastics at eleven 
remote sites in the western US, including the Grand Canyon and Joshua Tree National Park. 
The investigation was initiated after research on phosphorus deposition in dust to assess 
bioavailable dust nutrients and their impacts on remote and sensitive ecosystems. This work 
revealed that many of the dust particles were colourful bit of plastic.  

After us most plastics don’t decompose but degrade into fine particles. Whereas we now 
know that they are there, we don’t yet know much about the implications of this for sensitive 
ecosystems or human health.  

We live on a small planet and increasingly science reveals to us how closely all the living 
systems on earth are connected. It is our habits of convenience consumption that are fuelling 
this problem, fed by global oil extraction and other industries and enabled by our inadequate 
systems of environmental governance. Let’s protect the planet and the drylands by reining in 
our use of plastics. 

The report on which this article is based is “Plastic rain in protected areas of the United 
States”, and was published in the journal Science on 12 June 2020 (Vol. 368, Issue 6496, pp. 
1257-1260). DOI: 10.1126/science.aaz5819 

 

 Virtual consultation on tenure security and LDN 

June 17th at 14:00 CEST via Zoom 
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Join a WDCD consultation and panel discussion on Integrating Land Tenure Security to achieve 
LDN with Drynet’s Marioldy Sanchez Santivañez, Eduardo Mansur and Marcela Villarreal of 
the FAO, Christina Blank of SDC, Louise Baker of UNCCD and Christopher Hegadorn of the 
Committee on World Food Security  

Following the decisions at UNCCD COP14, FAO in collaboration with UNCCD will be organizing 
a series of online expert consultations that will contribute to produce a technical guide on 
how to integrate the VGGT into the implementation of the Convention and land degradation 
neutrality. These consultations will bring together national experts from selected countries, 
subject matter experts, SPI members and CSO representatives of UNCCD and key resource 
partners who will contribute in the preparation of the technical guide. 

This will be the first online consultation, on the occasion of the WDCD. You can participate in 
the event via Zoom using this link: 

https://fao.zoom.us/j/99452906732 

Meeting ID: 994 5290 6732 

Password: 056527 

 Drynet member spied on by the government of Argentina 

By Ana Di Pangracio 

Three staff members of Argentina’s Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, FARN (the 
Environment and Natural Resources Foundation) are amongst the more than 500 people 
spied on by the Federal Intelligence Agency (AFI) of Argentina; most of them are journalists 
or part of social organizations. FARN repudiates this kind of action and any other illegal 
practice exercised against those who seek to strengthen public debate and institutional 
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dialogue within the framework of democracy. These illegitimate practices that are designed 
to intimidate activists and undermine fundamental rights are inadmissible. 

Those that seek to deny people their environmental rights are inevitably motivated by greed 
and unconcerned that they are not only destroying the lives and livelihoods of others, but 
also stealing the opportunity to live in a healthy environment from future generations. 
Democracy in general and environmental democracy in particular must guarantee the 
exercise of rights without fear of retaliation; espionage like this could intimidate people. Such 
intimidation could mute critical or “disruptive” opinions that are needed to rethink the 
organization of society and reorient the direction of development policy in Argentina. Indeed, 
control of the environmental justice movement might be at stake. 

FARN is determined to carry out all the legal and institutional actions necessary to hold the 
government accountable for this regrettable event and to provide protection to its members 
and appreciates the many statements of solidarity that it has received from around the world. 
FARN is aware that many governments are using the current COVID-19 crisis as an opportunity 
to clamp down on the rights and freedoms of their citizens and FARN and Drynet express their 
solidarity with those who suffer from unjustifiable and undemocratic persecution. 

 

COVID-19 places Iran’s nomadic pastoralists at a crossroads 

By Maryam Rahmanian & Nahid Naghizadeh, CENESTA

This report is drawn from an article originally published in Agriculture and Human Values in 
April 2020: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10460-020-10093-x   

Since time immemorial, the nomadic pastoralists of Iran have played an important role in 
ensuring food security and sovereignty. They manage 23 million head of livestock on 35 
million hectares of rangeland and produce 190,000 tons of meat annually (equivalent to 25% 
of the country's red meat production) and 35,000 tons of milk. The representatives of several 
tribal confederacies and independent tribes founded the Union of Indigenous Nomadic Tribes 
of Iran (UNINOMAD) in April 2010 with the support of CENESTA. 

Since the arrival of COVID-19, they have been deeply concerned about the impact that the 
pandemic is likely to have on them. UNINOMAD outlined its members’ concerns and 



     
June 2020, Page 6 

 

proposed solutions in a letter sent to key national authorities on 10 March, highlighting the 
following points: 

Historical context of the current crisis 

Successive Iranian political regimes and governments since 1921 have attempted to 
sedenterise the country’s nomadic pastoralists – whether through war, land reform, forced 
sedentarisation or various top-down programmes for natural resource management. Despite 
these interventions, the continued existence of 1,2 million nomadic pastoralists bears 
testimony to their resilience. However, every “natural” shock to pastoralist systems such as 
severe droughts nudges nomads towards a more settled life and loss of their access to and 
management of their rangelands. 

The nomads recognise that their way of life has protected them from the disease because 
they are relatively isolated. This could change with the arrival of spring, when the tribes begin 
their traditional seasonal migration. Due to urban sprawl and land grabbing, their migration 
routes bring them into close contact with some rural and urban populations. 

UNINOMAD believes that the seasonal migration should be delayed to prevent the spread of 
the disease, but are concerned about several negative consequences that could ensue. 
Delayed seasonal migration could cause weight loss and illness in livestock due to rising 
temperatures in wintering grounds, as well as extra expenses for buying feed and water. Their 
delayed arrival at the summering grounds could leave these pastures vulnerable to 
encroachment by, and conflicts with, neighbouring rural communities, which has in the past 
been a common occurrence. 

 
Currently livestock markets are either closed or not active due to social distancing regulations, 
limiting the pastoralists’ opportunities for earning income. When markets do open again, they 
could be faced with excess supply, driving down prices. One of the government’s key 
objectives is to provide food at the lowest possible prices to feed citizens already under 
economic strain from years of sanctions. 

In response to these challenges, UNINOMAD used mobile phone tele-conferencing 
technology to connect pastoralists from across the country top develop a common position 
on the challenges that all nomads are facing. They agreed that if they do not receive support, 
the most vulnerable will risk losing their livestock and settling in villages and cities and 
working as unskilled labourers. 

A letter was drafted and subsequently delivered to government officials urging them to act 
to protect the interests of the nomadic communities and outlining the following specific 
proposals for government intervention: 
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1. The UNINOMAD letter was picked up by Reduce livestock/meat imports from late May 
to August. 

2. Implement direct cash purchasing of livestock at guaranteed prices. 
3. Provide access to feed and water in winter pastures in case of delayed seasonal 

migration. 
4. Cover the costs of transporting livestock by vehicle (rather than traditional migration 

by foot) to minimize pastoralists’ exposure to urban and rural populations. 
5. Pasture wardens (employed by the government and seen as ineffective) should be 

selected by the tribes themselves to protect pastures from encroachment in case of 
delayed transhumance. 

The UNINOMAD letter was picked up by authorities and social media to an extent that is 
unusual for a communication from a community-based organization. The letter, and the 
issues that it points to, were raised during several government Coronavirus Task Force and 
coordination meetings.  

Regardless of whether or not authorities actually take action on any of the proposals, the 
immediate impact of the pandemic and the letter is seen in UNINOMAD’s self-perception. The 
letter was the most pro-active and strongest action the union has ever taken, suggesting that 
the crisis has strengthened pastoralists’ sense of their essential role in society as food 
producers. Even the method of working together to write the letter was important: it was the 
first time they had organised a proactive virtual consultation about issues affecting them. 

This positive dynamic highlights a clear tension. Will this crisis be an opportunity for 
pastoralists to take advantage of their new union, highlight the benefits of local food 
production, and assert their rights like never before? Or will it – like so many crises in the 
past—weaken their resilient but strained production systems? As mentioned above, the 
national policy for the past 100 years has been to assimilate nomadic pastoralists into rural 
and urban populations. Any shock to the pastoral system accelerates this process. All the 
government has to do to achieve its policy objective is to let the crisis play out. 

There is an irony in expecting governments to kick into action in an emergency to support 
people and production systems that they actively undermine in the best of times. This shows 
that COVID-19 is not impacting food systems in a vacuum, but is in fact a shock factor in what 
is an ongoing struggle for power and survival. Like many smallholder producers worldwide 
who make a massive contribution to food security, pastoralists struggle against forces that 
seek to upend their way of life in favour of industrial food systems. 

Summary Report of the Annual Assembly of Drynet, New Delhi, 7 September 2019  
By Nahid Naghizadeh, CENESTA 
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The 14th Conference of Parties of the UNCCD, provided the opportunity for 11 member 
organisation of Drynet to attend the Annual General Assembly of Drynet in 2019.   

The assembly meeting started with opening and welcoming notes by two co-chairs of the 
network, introduction and adoption of the agenda. After adoption of the agenda, the 
members reviewed the minutes of the previous General Assembly which held in Georgetown 
in January 2019 to understand how the proposed actions has been followed by the members 
and what has been remained to carried out forward.  

The two co-chairs presented “From Guyana to India”, reflecting the most important activities 
and achievements of the network during the past 9 months including various activities for 
active participation of the network and its members in COP14 of the UNCCD; members 
participation in international events such as Desertif’Actions 2019, link of members activities 
to SPI issues to the network and CSOs, AIDER as the winner of the Life Award, WDCD, 
contribution and synergy of Desertnet and Drynet, AVACLIM, GGW events and achievements 
by members; participation on Beating the Famine Conference in Bamako, etc.  

Following reports by the Treasurer and Secretariat, the Board for the biennium 2019-2021 
was elected:  Patrice Burger, Tanveer Arif, Nathalie van Haren, Nahid Naghizadeh, Fatima 
Kaba, and Marioldy Sanchez Santivanez. Subsequently Ana Di Pangracio was co-opted to join 
the Board, and she now Co-Chairs the Board with Patrice Burger. 

EMG was appointed as the Drynet Secretariat for the coming year. 

The GA then discussed the Drynet plans and action 2019 – 2021, in particular the urgency of 
funding strategies and opportunities of the network, challenges, partnerships with other 
international bodies and brainstormed on future topics of interest for Drynet.   

This GA considered the importance of the members contribution for an effective functioning 
of the Secretariat and the network and finding other sources of funds for its operations and 
creating an enabling environment by building in some funding for common projects within 
the network. 

Members also discussed the work of the work of the needs assessment that accomplished in 
2019, and the proposal to have a “Drynet mapping” exercise that carried out with the 
intention of having readily available information. This is envisaged as a visual “mind map” of 
the network reflecting: 

• What are we/ what do we offer? 
• What is our expertise? 
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• What are our values? 
• Where we want to be as a network in future? 

It should also reflect how the network can focus on the existing potentials for synergy and 
how these could be better mobilized for collaborative work, solving challenges and active 
engagement of the members within the network in its initiatives and actions. 

It was proposed that Drynet network map the current initiatives and projects of its 
members to show their high potential in different field of works in different countries that is 
relevant to all Rio-Conventions which can be a basis to define the two or three main 
objectives of Drynet for common work of the members and decide on the next steps for 
funding strategy.  

In conclusion the network members discussed the presence of the network and its members 
in the future international events and their synergy in achieving their common mission and 
objectives to link CSOs that address the situation of vulnerable people and ecosystems in 
the global drylands that are threatened by climatic changes and inappropriate land and 
water use. Drynet aspires to create an innovative partnership, which unites voices for 
advocacy and policy changing, combines experiences, shares local and scientific knowledge 
and contributes to the empowerment of communities and CSOs.  

Public Platform on Flood Vulnerability established in Iran  

By Nahid Naghizadeh, CENESTA 

Iran witnessed heavy rains and floods 
during March and April 2019. The floods 
caused death to some and displaced and 
injured many others. Large numbers of 
livestock were lost, fertile soil was 
washed away, and cities, towns and 
villages were devastated. The loss of 
agricultural lands and infrastructure in 
different parts of the country including 
the North East, West and South West 
caused severe hardship. 

In order to mitigate the damage and 
prevent a recurrence, a collective of the 
environmental NGO network, interested 
experts and academics established the 
“Public Platform on Flood Vulnerability” 
to stimulate and coordinate work on the 
following themes: 
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• Participatory assessment of flood vulnerability, including understanding the root causes of 
the recent floods and reducing and preventing the risk of flood in affected areas; 

• Recommendation to decision and policy makers to reduce the socio-economic and 
environmental consequences in affected areas: 

• Promoting and understanding the Community Based Early Warning System to cope with 
climate change issues; 

• Public awareness raising and production of multi-media and documentary on the role of 
careless development projects including big dam construction and their impact on 
ecosystems, destruction of biodiversity (flora and fauna), consequences of construction 
around river basins, deforestation and appropriate integration of indigenous and traditional 
knowledge with modern science; 

• Production of multi-media materials on socio-economic and ecological consequences of 
flood, , floods, resettlement of local people, 

• Participation of CSOs representatives in the “Special working group for preparing the 
national report on flood” 

• Public awareness raising through organising dialogue sessions, workshops and meetings. 

The core members of the platform, environmental NGOs network and other supporters of 
the platform continuously are active and promote these themes at local, provincial and 
national levels, for example, organizing a workshop and panel discussion on “Flood, People 
and Nature” in “18th International Exhibition of the Environment” in Tehran in April 2019. 

Webinar on Friday 19th June: Implementation of UNCCD towards SLM and LDN  

This Friday, the 19th June 2020 at 19:00 CEST, Nahid Naghizadeh of CENESTA will join 
Richard Byron-Cox, Farhad Sardari and others for a WDCD event to discuss the 
Implementation of the UNCCD towards Sustainable Land management and Land 
Degradation Neutrality. To register, send a message via WhatsApp to +98 919 1234 212 

4th International Civil Society Summit Desertif'actions 2019 

By Nahid Naghizadeh, CENESTA

The Desertif'actions 2019, International Civil Society Summit on Land, Biodiversity and 
Climate was held on Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso from 19 - 22 of June 2019.  
https://desertif-actions.org/index.php/en/da19-en/ 
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The summit brought more than 380 participants from 40 countries representing of 230 
multi-actors organizations including local communities, NGO, scientists, international 
organizations, public and private sectors.  All participants of the event demonstrated a 
fruitful cooperation and constructive dialogues in side events, workshops, panel sessions. 
These were an inspiration for everyone to support sustainable land use and restoration of 
ecosystems so as to combat desertification, 
land degradation and drought.   
 The three panels of the event focused on: 
Ø Panel 1. The Place of Land in African 

Initiatives; 
Ø Panel 2. UNCCD COP14, Challenges and 

Stakes; 
Ø Panel 3. Funding Action to Combat 

Desertification and Land Degradation. 
The four themed workshops focused on:   
Ø The Great Green Wall Initiative (GGWSSI) 

and Civil Society: (How to turn GGW into an 
operational framework of desertification 
combat? 

Ø Pastoralism in Drylands: Reaffirming its 
Central role in combat against 
desertification; 

Ø The implementation of land degradation 
neutrality: Anticipating land tenure 
management future challenges; 

Ø Multi uses of water in drylands: Improve integrated management of water resources. 
From Iran, CENESTA’s representative, Nahid Naghizadeh, supported by the event organizers 
(UNCCD, CARI and SPONG) and participated in this event.  She participated in a two day 
workshop on “Pastoralism and Rangeland Restoration: a practitioners’ dialogue for 
increased investment in pastoral management of the rangelands”. In this event, she 
presented how CENESTA has started a process towards preservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of rangelands through strengthening the indigenous nomadic tribes of Iran. 
The Pastoralism and Rangeland Restoration event of Desertif'actions 2019, focused on three 
main sessions including:  
Ø The importance of rangelands restoration; 
Ø How sustainably are rangelands restored? 
Ø How to mobilize key actors to restore degraded rangelands? 
The participants of “Pastoralism and Rangeland Restoration” issued a several key messages 
for the final declaration of 4th international civil society summit Désertif’actions, reaffirming 
the pastoralists central role in combating desertification and cope to climate change issues 
in drylands including:  
Ø Recognize the territorial integrity of pastoralists, their rights, their roles and their 

invaluable expertise. Prevent the fragmentation of their territories in the framework of 
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recognition “Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas and Territories (ICCAs)” and 
actively engage with them for inclusive, sustainable governance and use of rangelands. 

Ø Develop and mobilize the resources for multi-stakeholder alliances for the restoration of 
rangelands based on customary management systems of pastoralists that recognize the 
wealth of pastoralists’ traditional knowledge and practices, and support adequate 
mobile health, education and veterinary care services. 

Ø Mobilize the people, communities, CSOs, authorities and international organisations to 
actively support and take action regarding the International Year of Pastoralists and 
Rangelands (IYRP). 

The participants of Desertif'actions 2019 adopted a declaration, emphasizing, “we are 
warning for the convergence of major factors that are aggravating land degradation and 
desertification! and we declare that it is no longer time to seek for more evidence for the 
land, climate and biodiversity catastrophes taking place, but to act!” 
https://desertif-actions.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Declaration-v3-EN.pdf  
 

Carlos Manuel Rodriguez is the new CEO of the Global Environment Facility 

Costa Rican Environment and 
Energy Minister Carlos Manuel 
Rodriguez has been selected as the 
next CEO and Chairperson of the 
Global Environment Facility, the 
main financing mechanism for 
multiple United Nations 
environmental conventions.  

The GEF Council, meeting virtually, 
selected Rodriguez today as the 
trust fund’s next CEO for an initial 
term of four years. He will succeed 
Naoko Ishii, who became the GEF’s 
CEO and Chairperson in 2012 and 
served two terms marked by an 
expansion of the trust fund’s approach to better-address environmental degradation at its 
root causes, including a greater focus on transformation of key economic systems that are 
driving climate change, deforestation, and ecological damage. 

Rodriguez, who describes himself as a “lawyer by profession, politician by choice, and 
conservationist at heart,” will be the first developing country national to lead the GEF when 
he takes office in August. 

Over his three terms as Minister of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica doubled the size of 
its forests, made its power sector 100 percent renewable, and made the country a top 
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ecotourism destination. Rodriguez has been a pioneer in the development of payment for 
ecosystem services, ocean conservation, and de-carbonization strategies, and is a world-
renowned expert on environmental policies, multilateral negotiations, and financing for 
nature conservation. 

He joins the Washington-based intergovernmental organization at a crucial time for 
international environmental action, in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic that has 
raised the urgency of addressing illegal wildlife trading and ahead of high-stakes 
negotiations next year regarding climate change, biodiversity, oceans, and more. 

Ishii, who has described the COVID-19 outbreak as an environmental crisis at heart, said that 
Rodriguez’s national and international experience would help the GEF and its partners turn 
words into action when it comes to needed economic and ecological transformation. 

Jiajia Luo appointed as Alternate CSO Observer to the UNCCD Science Policy 
Interface 

This week the UNCCD announced that Ms. Jiajia Luo has been appointed as the Alternate 
CSO Observer to the UNCCD SPI. Many of us in the CSO community know Jiajia from the 
excellent contributions that she made at COP 14 as the Chair of UNCCD CSO Panel. 

 

Jiajia has been with the China Green Foundation since 2012, in charge of all afforestation 
projects implemented by CGF in northwest China as well as her organisation’s international 
cooperation projects with countries like Togo, India, Japan, US and South Korea. Jiajia holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in English language and has previously worked as a journalist and as a 
communications officer for an environmental NGO. 

We wish her well in this new role as a bridge between the scientific work of the Convention 
and the CSO community 

New book: Unlocking Public Finance for Agroecology  

Both ENDS is pleased to announce the publication of ‘Unlocking Public Finance for Agroecology: 
Catalysing the potential of agriculture in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals’, with case 
contributions from four Drynet partners (CAATINGA, Cenesta, Probioma and ENDA Pronat as a 
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member of ENDA Tiers Monde): https://www.bothends.org/en/Whats-new/Publicaties/Unlocking-
Public-Finance-for-Agroecology-Catalysing-the-potential-of-agriculture-in-achieving-the-Sustainable-
Development-Goals/  

Food and agricultural systems around the world are currently stuck at a crossroad. On the one hand, 
they are continuing to contribute a lion’s share to climate change, land degradation and the loss of 
biodiversity – on the other hand, the movement of people calling for a radical transformation of the 
way we relate to food and our environment is stronger than ever. An approach that is gaining 
attention worldwide among a wide range of actors as an answer to this call is agroecology. 

Unfortunately, the funding for community-led initiatives or civil society organisations implementing 
agroecology at the grassroots level still remains insufficient. Given the potential of agroecology in 
achieving progress on several development objectives, this report is providing further evidence on 
the multiple benefits that agroecology comprises before presenting a set of recommendations for 
governments, (inter-)national development agencies and global financial mechanisms of how to 
actively support agroecology. 

The eight case studies presented in this report show the successes behind a diverse range of 
agroecological practices in spatially and culturally diverse settings. By relating their grassroots work 
to the rather abstract SDGs, different civil society actors and community-led initiatives show how 
agroecology can constitute a pathway towards achieving sustainable development. 

Cases in this publication:  

• Probioma, Bolivia: Microbial biocontrol agents as an agroecological contribution to food 
security and sovereignty in Bolivia 

• Cenesta, Iran: Increasing plant genetic diversity in farmers' fields for resilient communities 
and food sovereignty in Iran 

• Keystone Foundation, India:  Mixed gains from cash and subsistence crops. Agroecology of 
indigenous people in the Indian' Nilgiri Mountains. 

• Rainforest Rescue International, Sri Lanka: Analog forestry as an agroeological tool ensuring 
food security, biodiversity and climate resilience in Sri Lanka  

• Institute for Culture and Ecology, Kenya: Promoting agroforestry and indigenous seed 
varieties for healthy agroecosystems and livelihoods in Kenya 

• ENDA Pronat, Senegal: Farmer-managed natural regeneration and other agroecological 
practices to restore soil fertility and improve agricultural production in Senegal  

• CAATINGA, Brazil: Coexisting with semiarid conditions: Combining agroecological practices 
to face climate change and desertification in Brazil’s drylands 

• Southern Roots Organics, UK: Productivity and resilience through a cooperative, 
agroecological, community-supported market garden in the United Kingdom 

 

Please share this copy of the Drynet Newsletter or the Drynet Newsletter link  with your 
networks.  

 Credits 

This newsletter is produced by the Drynet Secretariat which is hosted by Environmental 
Monitoring Group. 

Contributors to this edition: 
Ana Di Pangracio: Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN) 
Nahid Naghizadeh: CENESTA 
Maryam Rahmanian: CENESTA 
Natalie van Haren, Both ENDS 
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