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Drynet Partners at CRIC 11 and the 2nd Scientific Conference of the UNCCD

DRYNET partners were present at the 

2nd UNCCD Scienti! c Conference and 

CRIC between 9-12 of April 2013 in 

Bonn, Germany. By participating in se-

veral events, as participants, presenters 

and moderators, DRYNET partners en-

sured the civil society view, experien-

ce and comments on the production 

of scienti! c knowledge and research 

are heard in a Scienti! c Conference.

Drynet members along with other CSOs 

through their participation, underlined 

the importance of cooperation bet-

ween science and civil society based 

on their experiences in the local as well 

as in the global arena and their role as 

a bridge between di" erent sectors in 

the society. Given the special circum-

stances and complexity of drylands 

and their people, importance of conti-

nuous communication, local/ traditio-

consolidate these solutions and practices.

    Understand and describe the ecologi-

cal and social processes involved in up-

scaling agro-ecological solutions, and 

comprehend the political context in order 

to create the necessary enabling con-

ditions. Research should be relevant to 

the needs and aspirations of land users, 

so as to serve them as well as the wider 

society. Co-creation of innovative know-

ledge by scientists, farmers and practi-

tioners through participatory processes, 

fostering communities of practice and 

scienti! c knowledge, and supporting far-

mer-to-farmer learning processes are all 

essential components of this approach. 

These processes should be resourced via 

earmarked budget lines and partnerships.

    Develop a supportive policy environ-

ment, in order to scale these e" orts ‘up 

and out’. As Olivier De Schutter, UN rap-

porteur on the Right to Food has stated, 

there is much evidence available about 

e" ective agro-ecological approaches. In 

order to meet current and future needs 

and aspirations of the people of the dry-

lands, policies that guarantee participa-

tion of land users, protect the diversity 

of people and their agro-biodiverse re-

sources and support the evolution of 

their production systems towards greater 

sustainability are of great importance.

 

nal knowledge and public participation in 

the research processes were emphasized.

At the end, the following perspectives, prin-

ciples and actions were proposed by CSOs to 

be included in research and policy agendas:

 Recognise that agro-ecological approa-

ches to sustainable land management 

lead to multiple wins: they contribute 

to realising the right to food at local and 

national levels, maintaining and rege-

nerating healthy and active soils, envi-

ronmental sustainability, and resilience 

to climate change, equity and dignity.

    Enrich research on land degradation by 

taking an inclusive perspective on innova-

tions and practices developed outside the 

formal scienti! c domain that hold great 

promise for the future of drylands. With the 

aim of better understanding and adoption 

at the policy level, it is clear that scientists 

have a responsibility to assess, validate and 
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More than 10.000 People March for the Protection of 

Their Water (Chile)

Chile started the national campaign for 

the recovery and protection of water with 

a massive march to Santiago. The march,  

which was called by more than hundreds 

of social organizations, demand an end to 

the privatization of water imposed during 

the military dictatorship and maintained by 

later civilian governments to facilitate large 

extractive projects.

More than ten thousand people from vari-

ous parts of the country gathered peaceful-

ly to demand the recovery of their water for 

communities and report critical shortages 

experienced due to private water manage-

ment. 

Participatory Workshops of “NAP Alignment with the 

10 YearStrategy of UNCCD” at Local and National levels 

(Iran)

A Joint collaboration among Depart-

ment of Extension and Education of 

Forest, Rangelands and Watershed Or-

ganisation, (DEE-FRWO), National Com-

mittee to Combat Deserti! cation (NCCD) 

and Centre for Sustainable Development 

(CENESTA: Drynet Member) has been 

started for Launching Participatory Capa-

city Building Workshops for “NAP Align-

ment with the 10 Year Strategy of UNCCD”.

In reference to UNCCD secretariat report, 

current situation of land degradation in 

the world is a serious worry. Every year, 

12 million hectares of productive lands 

are degraded through deserti! cation and 

drought alone.  By 2030, the demand for 

food is likely to increase by 50%, and by 

45% for energy and 30% for water. Each 

of these demands will claim more land. 

If serious action is not taken to prevent 

land degradation and restoration of de-

graded lands, more lands will be de-

graded for provision of these needs 

(food, water and energy) in the world.

Countries like Iran that are located in arid 

and semi-arid areas and are prone to 

drought and land degradation will su" er 

more due to impacts of climate change.

In this regard, and in line with national 

commitments to UNCCD, preparing and 

implementing the National Action Plan 

to Combat Deserti! cation is the ! rst pri-

ority in socio-economic development 

plans of the country.  To meet these com-

mitments,  FRWO and the Secretariat of 

NCCD has planned to revise the NAP and 

align it with 10 year strategy of UNCDD.

This initiative will be launched on the oc-

casion of the World Day to Combat Deser-

ti! cation.  A consultative process has done 

for a joint collaboration among FRWRO, 

NCCD and CENESTA (Drynet member) 

to launch 3 Participatory Capacity Buil-

ding Workshops in Fars, Mazandaran and 

Semnan provinces and one Workshop 

at national Level by the end of 2013. 

The ! rst Participatory Capacity Building 

Workshop took place in Fars Province in 

June 2013. 

The initiative for this national mobilization 

arose in the meeting organized by the 

OLCA last November with the participa-

tion of 56 social and community groups 

from around the country. Before the mee-

ting, organizations were preparing mobili-

zation through various events and debrie-

! ng and discussion in their regions.

As part of their long-standing relationship, the 

Global Mechanism and Drynet are in dialogue 

about ! ne tuning the FLEUVE project, covering 

ten countries in the Sahel region and aiming 

to provide support to local authorities in the 

implementation of project of the Great Green 

Wall Initiative for the Sahara and the Sahel. A 

consultation meeting was held with stakehol-

ders in Bonn on the margins of the meetings 

of the Committee Review Implementation of 

the in order to clarify some aspects of the lo-

gical framework of the project and the related 

activities. The European Union and the FAO 

were also represented, as well as civil society 

via networks like Drynet (ENDA, DCG, CARI) 

RADDO (CARI) RESAD (CARI, Spong, CNCOD). 

During July and to follow up on this consul-

tation, Patrice Burger represented the civil 

society networks at meetings in Rome hos-

ted by the Global Mechanism to specify other 

aspects of the future implementation and to 

agree on the preliminary allocation of work 

between partners. The activities are based on 

three main components: (i) awareness raising, 

education and dissemination of information 

and knowledge (ii) support project imple-

mentation and the development of integrated 

sustainable land management in the develop-

ment process (iii) capacity building on me-

thodological tools and skills for promotion of 

partnerships and the mobilization of ! nancial 

resources. A consolidated project document 

is under development. The project will be 

discussed in a side event during the UNCCD 

COP11 in Namibia. The talks between the Eu-

ropean Union and the Global Mechanism will 

continue with a view of an implementation by 

the end of 2013.

The FLEUVE project: 
Soon ready for implementation ! 



News from Drynet
A global initiative giving future to drylands

GLOBAL NEWS

breeder, who has been in the profession 

for atleast a few centuries. Taking the case 

of traditional camel breeders of Jaisalmer, 

they have been breeding camels for nearly 

! ve centuries or more. A deeper look at their 

religious pro! le shows that the group com-

prises of Hindus and Muslims alike.

Within the Hindus too, there is a further 

break-up into Rajputs, Raikas, Vishnois and 

so on, i.e., castes and tribes among Hindus. 

In the rest of the country these communi-

ties have been known to be at the centre of 

communal tensions, whereas in Jaisalmer 

they have a deep bond and coexist in peace 

and solidarity. There is a lot of evidence that 

further enunciates this, and here we look at

some examples.

Before the monsoons, camels are left to 

graze on their own and they scatter outside 

the perimeters of their village and its sur-

rounding areas. The livestock keepers round 

up all the camels that they ! nd within their 

area, irrespective of the ownership and ga-

Land and Agrarian Reforms on Political Agenda of Pakistan: 
Critical Review of Election Maifesto (Pakistan)

KARACHI - The political parties including 

PPP, PML-N, MQM, ANP, PTI and others at 

a consultative policy seminar on Tuesday 

made commitment to bring new land and 

agrarian reforms after coming to power 

in next general elections. However, a PPP 

leader disclosed that judiciary and army 

o"  cers are the main hindrance in land

reforms.

The seminar on the theme was organised 

by Society for Conservation and Protec-

tion of Environment (SCOPE) in collabo-

ration with National Peasants Coalition of 

Pakistan, Oxfam Novib, Land Watch Asia, 

Drynet, International Land Coalition and 

ANGOC International here on Tuesday.

PML-N leader Siddiqul Farooq while ad-

dressing the seminar vowed to bring land 

reforms if his party comes to power.

Scope CEO Tanvir Arif said that main re-

ason of poverty in Pakistan is terrorism 
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which needs to be eradicated. He said that 

rise of Talibanisation is causing raise in crime 

rate in the country, particularly in Karachi. He 

said that the political parties should adopt 

positive attitude and bring land and agrarian 

reforms in the country so as to ensure food 

security and signi! cant development in Pa-

kistan.

He said that one-third people in Pakistan live 

itral areas and out of them 50 percent are 

peasants. He said water-logging sailanity is 

like a cancer which is badly a# ecting agricul-

ture in the country , therefore, the govern-

ment should take e# ective steps to bring an

end to it. As we are proceeding to hold ge-

neral elections, we have invited political 

leaders to discuss land reforms and ! nd so-

lution to introduce them.

Tanvir said that some parties have incorpo-

rated land reforms in their manifestos while 

remaining ones are required to include the 

same before elections.

Najama Sadiq, a noted journalist, opposed 

formation of small dams in Pakistan, as say-

ing the US is breaking up its all small dams. 

She said that heavy machinery use in land 

is harmful for the soil. Najma said that land 

reforms are social will but not the political 

one.

Farzana Bari said that there is no clear con-

cept about land reforms in Pakistan as it is 

still not known that how much land posses-

sed by political leaders in the country.

Minhaz Paracha of Oxfam Novib, Zul! -

qar Halepoto and others also shared their 

views.

Source: http://www.nation.com.pk/pakist

an-news-newspaper-daily-englishonline/

karachi/03-Apr-2013/-judiciary-army-ob-

stacle-in-land-reforms

ther them at a common ! eld. Each lives-

tock keeper does the same and thereby ga-

thering all the animals at the pre-decided 

time and place. This joint e# ort involves 

livestock keepers from all communities, 

helping each other out. They all bring them 

to a fair organised in honour of Kachu Fa-

kir, a religious place for the livestock kee-

pers, which is visited by all members of the 

livestock keeping community for the good 

health of their livestock. It is there that 

each livestock keeper separates out his ca-

mels. Thus it can be said that to traditional 

livestock keepers, livestock signi! es more 

than mere source of livelihood. It forms a 

deep-rooted bond within this community 

which transcends all social boundaries and 

integrates them. Though very important, 

this discussion highlights only one aspect 

among many like traditional clothes, food 

etc., These issues should be taken into con-

sideration and policies should enable and 

not disintegrate these communities in the 

name of progress and  food security.

The high rate of urbanisation coupled with 

an increasing population has put great pres-

sure on natural resources. The government 

now constantly faces an ominous question, 

what happens to the food security given 

that the agricultural growth is not in propor-

tion to the increase in population. To correct 

this, constant attempts towards creating 

another green revolution or a white revolu-

tion are being made. The direct implication 

of this has been that the farmers and  the 

livestock keepers are under constant pres-

sure of advocacy on intensive methods 

through policies and programs. 

This has become a very critical issue as the 

lenses with which these professions are vie-

wed are very narrow and limited to only pro-

ductivity and income.

The intensive system destroys the traditio-

nal methods of breeding and farming that 

are being followed. What is being missed is 

the deeper understanding of what livestock 

really means for the traditional livestock 
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Unique: 2013 Dialogues of Caux on "Land and Security"

An unusual international event is held each year in Caux, Switzer-

land that brings together many personalities from diverse back-

grounds: concerned citizens, activists, donors and o!  cials who are 

questioning how the world works and particularly issues of social 

justice. Organized by Initiatives of Change International (IOC), mee-

tings are held in a century-old former luxury hotel overlooking Lake 

Geneva and converted into conference centre in 1946. Part of a pro-

gram of # ve sessions held during the summer of 2013, the week of 

July 7 to 11, 2013 was devoted to a "dialogue on land and security," 

which brought together key stakeholders from public, private and 

non-pro# t as well as young professionals and activists The objective 

of the dialogue was to explore the relationship between the degra-

dation of land and human security, and in particular the potential 

for investment in land reclamation and the advancement of peace. 

The dialogue sought to enable participants to share best practices 

for restoration of land, access resources for training, and explore 

ways of building "peace and land" partnerships.

In addition to Luc  Gnacadja, Executive Secretary of the UN Con-

vention to combat deserti# cation and craftsman of this event, the 

interventions of Dr. Rattan Lal (former director of the American So-

ciety of Soil Science), Ian Johnson (Secretary General of the Club of 

Rome), Bianca Jagger (ambassador of the "plant a pledge" initiative 

of the IUCN), Allan Savory (Zimbabwean biologist and guru of the 

Holistic Resource Management movement), H.E. Amedou Ould Ab-

dallah (former UN Special Representative for West Africa), Julia Ma-

rion Lefèvre (Director General of the International Union for Conser-

vation of Nature) and many other actors too numerous to list here, 

engaged at all levels, made their interventions. The contributions 

were enriched by debates with participants from the % oor.

In addition to the plenary sessions, all participants formed groups 

to engage in more intimate dialogue and re% ection, and for provi-

ding service to fellow-participants. The active contribution of all de-

legates in the re% ective meetings allowed everyone to participate 
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and share their experiences and insights. In these groups every 

delegate also helped with the preparation and serving of meals, 

and maintaining the rooms of fellow-delegates. Whether an im-

portant personality or not, everyone was able to "serve others and 

be served" thus contributing in the "spirit of Caux".

Thematic workshops were held in parallel. Noel Oettle (EMG, 

South Africa) and Patrice Burger (CARI,  France) were invited by 

the organizers to present a workshop entitled "Sustainable land 

management, land and identity in arid areas "on behalf of their 

organisations and the Drynet network. The workshop used a par-

ticipatory approach to showcase Drynet’s experiences, and review 

the problem of deserti# cation in terms of rural development and 

basic human needs and the services provided by ecosystems has 

been proposed. In terms of practical experience, Patrice spoke 

about CARI’s engagement with local communities to help them 

safeguard oases, and CARI’s collaboration with RADDO. Noel pre-

sented EMG’s experience with small-scale rooibos tea farmers in 

the Suid Bokkeveld region, people who have been historically 

marginalized in their own land. The results of both interventions 

have been similar in strengthening the internal cohesion of com-

munities and generating greater self-esteem through people’s 

positive reconnection with their identity. Although not able to 

participate in the entire dialogue session, and Patrice and Noel 

greatly appreciated this opportunity to share and learn from their 

peers in a remarkable environment.

http://www.caux.iofc.org/fr/dialogue -sur-la-terre -et-la-

securite#sthash.9zM5Lgrg.dpuf 

www.cauxforum.net
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This summer, Nathalie van Haren – Both ENDS attended a conference 

on land rights in Berlin and a conference on agro-ecology in Brussels. 

The two conferences were both very relevant for the work DRYNET 

is doing on sustainable livelihoods in drylands. Responsible gover-

nance of land tenure systems provides long-term security over the 

use of land, which gives an incentive to invest in sustainable land use 

practices. And agro-ecology puts small-scale (female) producers in 

the centre of decision-making processes for land management po-

licies and research.

This year’s theme of the Policies against Hunger (Berlin) conference 

was the implementation of the CFS voluntary guidelines of the res-

ponsible governance of tenure of land, ! sheries and forests in the 

context of national food security. During the conference, there was 

consensus about the popularisation of the guidelines, under all sta-

keholders, e.g. land users, land registrars, companies, investors, go-

vernments and parliamentarians. 

We agreed that land relations are deeply embedded in power relati-

ons: it is not only a technical issue; it is a social and political process. 

Therefore multi-stakeholder dialogues on land tenure are essential. 

To overcome these power inequalities, there is a need for sustained 

capacity development regarding the guidelines within all stakehol-

WOCAT and DRYNET workshop in Bern – Switzerland - 

WOCAT is an international network organisation that manages do-

cumentation and capitalization of successful practices of sustaina-

ble land management globally. Drynet is an independent network 

that  brings together civil society organizations involved in rural 

development drylands. The two networks have frequently met and 

exchanged views and resources during international meetings in 

particular within the framework of the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Deserti! cation. In addition, the two networks contribu-

ted as partners for ! ve years within the framework of a scienti! c re-

search project supported by the European Union, known as DESIRE. 

The purpose of the project was to conduct comprehensive research 

into the reduction of deserti! cation and the rehabilitation of de-

graded lands.

WOCAT representatives (Hans Peter Liniger Gudrun Schwilch and 

Markus Giger) and Drynet members (Nathalie Van Haren, Noel Oet-

tle and Patrice Burger) met in Bern on July 5 to discuss possible col-

laboration between the two communities of actors and to consider 

a joint work program. During the discussions hosted by the Centre 

for Environment and Development, University of Bern, various areas 

of cooperation were identi! ed. Although Drynet is active in fewer 

countries than WOCAT, several countries are common areas of acti-

vity for both networks. Moreover, Drynet acts directly with a" ected 

communities while seeking to document the elements and results 

of action in order to enable others to replicate them, and to pro-

vide arguments for developing improved policies and enhancing 
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decision-making . In this context WOCAT has applied methodolo-

gies for sharing experience, training and action research in con-

junction with the ability to update an international database. The 

Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC) that supports both Drynet 

and WOCAT dynamics is particularly interested in the collaboration 

between the two networks in order to extent that it as a real added 

value with respect to combating deserti! cation and could have a 

multiplier e" ect on the basis of investments made by Switzerland 

in this area. 

Following the conclusion of the joint meeting, presentations by 

WOCAT and Drynet in the premises of Swiss Development Coope-

ration provided the opportunity to share the work and the perspec-

tives of the two networks with some heads of divisions of SDC, and 

to discuss recent developments in WOCAT regarding the establish-

ment of an institutional framework for a partnership with FAO, the 

UNCCD, CGIAR, ISRIC and others.

Among the ! rst positive results of the meeting is an initiative to 

host a joint side event at the next Conference of the Parties to the 

UNCCD in Namibia in September. The event entitled “E" ective SLM 

through knowledge management, decision support and advocacy: 

Linking e" orts between CSO networks” will take place at 13:00 on 

19th September at the COP 11 venue.

www.wocat.net/

Agro-ecology met land tenure governance in summer

ders. And as information is power, transparency in the process is 

critical. Another common understanding was that secure tenure is 

the foundation of local and global food security. Therefore, states 

should incorporate guidelines in national policies. Disputes over 

land however, are endemic to human society. Therefore easy ac-

cessible dispute settlement is essential. And best practice of dis-

pute settlement can be exchanged within CFS.

(https://www.policies-against-hunger.de/en/results-of-the-conferences/2013/)

In Brussels the European Network of Scientists for Social and En-

vironmental Responsibility (ENSSER) organised a two day confe-

rence about agro-ecology. The importance of agro-ecology was 

stressed, and that agroecology must be supported in the reforms 

of the European Common Agricultural Policies. We decided not 

only do the talking but also do the walking: what can we as scien-

tists, activists, policy makers, farmers, seed growers do together to 

push agro-ecology. We came up with the idea of a joint platform. 

Both ENDS has indicated to be a part of this platform, and when 

the platform hits o" , we will establish a link between this group 

and DRYNET.

(http://www.ensser.org/increasing-public-information/agroecology-conference/)
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CSO Capacity Building for improving SLM and UNCCD policy and practice interaction in 

Sub-Sahara Africa

Land degradation is a serious problem in Sub-Sahara Africa, where 

up to two-thirds of the productive land area is reported to be a! ec-

ted by land degradation. The economic costs of poor land manage-

ment caused by soil loss and the consequent reductions in nutrient 

levels and productivity have been estimated to be US$9 billion per 

annum. Over 3% of agricultural GDP is lost annually as a direct result 

of soil and nutrient loss. Rural farming communities su! er the most 

severe e! ects from the consequent food and energy insecurity and 

fore-gone investments in social services (infrastructure, markets, 

communication, health, education etc.). Moreover threats to sustai-

nable land management and poverty alleviation are constantly 

evolving.  Community participation is therefore fundamental to ad-

dressing these problems and for the wide scale adoption of SLM in 

the region.

Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) work closely with rural commu-

nities and can provide an e! ective mechanism for facilitating inter-

community learning, international policy processes and dissemina-

tion of SLM technologies, in the context of community engagement 

in the UNCCD Ten Year Strategy. Indeed UNCCD recognizes the 

important role of community participation in SLM and combating 

deserti" cation: more than 430 CSOs based in SSA are accredited to 

the Convention. The Ten Year Strategy of the UNCCCD calls for im-

proved CSO networking and a more balanced representation of CSO 

from the various Regions in the Convention’s events. However, many 

CSOs lack adequate internal capacity to develop programs/projects 

and mobilize resources, have weak governance and management 

and (as a result) tend to be viewed with suspicion by many govern-

ments, thereby weakening their mandates and e! ectiveness. Alt-

hough the UNCCD formulation process made huge e! orts to gather 

inputs from communities there has not been any signi" cant enga-

gement with communities during implementation.

In the face of these challenges, there is a clear need to evolve ap-

proaches and mechanisms that build on the lessons generated so 

far to enhance the role of civil society in SLM. Furthermore, the Terr-

Africa programme seeks CSO engagement to increase the impacts 

of its programmes. What is needed is an approach that can address 
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the broad SLM agenda but, more importantly, can also provide a sys- 

tematic structure to sustain a program of work and continuously rai-

se funds for continuing the important work of linking SLM policy to 

practice, and that strengthens community engagement in the Ten 

Year Strategy. 

The CSO SLM project aims to remove the barriers to CSOs’ e! ective-

ness in facilitating community participation in SLM in the context of 

the Ten Year Strategy; the project goal is "the socio-economic deve-

lopment and livelihoods of rural communities in Sub-Saharan Africa 

improved through sustainable land management”. It also seeks to 

empower local grassroots organizations in Sub-Saharan Africa to 

participate and in& uence the implementation of the UNCCD, TerrAf-

rica and other SLM processes, programmes and policies. 

This project relies on two components; the " rst is “Capacity of CSO to 

facilitate community participation in national, regional and interna-

tional SLM policy and programs increased”. Under this component, it 

will strengthen the policy, practice and science/knowledge cycle to 

increase systemic and individual capacity of civil society to facilitate 

communities to tackle land degradation, adapt to climate change, 

and, participate in land use and land investment decision making 

processes. The component will be achieved through two key out-

comes: “Increasing technical capacity of CSO to support on-the 

ground-SLM initiatives and knowledge based advocacy”; and, “Es-

tablishing partnerships for e! ective coordination and knowledge 

transfer”.

The second component is “Community voices heard and innovation 

in SLM recognized”. This component will be achieved through one 

key outcome (outcome 3) - International SLM dialogue and policy 

processes e! ectively informed by community opinion and know-

ledge.

The project is supported by GEF, UNDP and the Open Society for 

Southern Africa (OSISA). UNDP serves as a lead CO of the implemen-

ting Agency for the GEF. OSISA serves as implementing partner as 

well as responsible party for all the 3 components. OSISA has sub-

contracted ENDA and UNOPS Equator Initiative for the achievement 

of Outcomes 2 and 3 respectively.  The project has a three year lifes-

pan (2013-2015).

Further to the Project Inception Workshop held in July 2013 in Da-

kar, ENDA, in the implementation of this project, has organized in 

August 2013, a Regional Meeting of civil society on sustainable land 

management in Sub-Saharan Africa. This meeting resulted in the 

articulation of a shared vision for SLM, in the establishment of a re-

gional platform of knowledge and experience sharing on the " ght 

against deserti" cation and promoting SLM, and a common African 

CSOs position for UNCCD COP 11 planned in Namibia from 16 to 27 

September 2013.
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Fostering innovative dialogue between researchers and stakeholders to meet future challenges: 
Land, Soil, Desertification, Urban and Community- Based Environmental Management

Strengthening Knowledge on SLM in 

Central Asia

Scientists, policymakers and practitioners are working on ways to 

make knowledge on sustainable land management more accessi-

ble for local populations and authorities for practical use and the 

shaping of better informed policies. 

A new project to streamline the use and creation of knowledge on 

sustainable land management (SLM) in Central Asia in the face of 

climate change has been recently launched during an inception 

workshop (10-12 June 2013) in Bishkek, the Kyrgyz Republic. The 

initiative aims to improve knowledge on SLM practices in the regi-

on, and tailor this knowledge to the needs of local populations and 

authorities for practical use and the shaping of better informed po-

licies. It lays the groundwork for the second phase of a larger multi-

donor investment program called the Central Asian Countries Initia-

tive for Land Management (CACILM), which was created to respond 

to risks posed by growing land degradation and climate variability 

to local communities, who are highly dependent on land resources 

for their livelihoods. 

http://cac-program.org/news.asp?id=360
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Moving away from conflicts for healthy dry-

lands in South Kazakhstan

In April– July 2013 several important consultations, workshops and 

trainings were held in Turkestan region of South Kazakhstan oblast 

within the regional initiative of the Regional Environmental Centre 

for Central Asia (CAREC) on Payments for Ecosystem Services.

In 2013 CAREC in partnership with local NGO “Biogen” within the 

umbrella of Drynet global  network started a 1,5-year project “Mutu-

ally bene! cial cooperation for sustainable land use in Turkestan re-

gion of South Kazakhstan oblast”. The project is implemented with 

support of Small Grants Program of GEF and Norway government.

The project aims at setting the e" ective cooperation between the 

local farmers, state nature protection agencies and other stakehol-

ders in the local community with the end objective of soil rehabili-

tation and dryland ecosystem conservation. In general, about 70% 

of land of the Republic of Kazakhstan is prone to deserti! cation and 

land degradation processes, therefore improving sustainability of 

agricultural practices becomes quite crucial for environmental se-

curity of the region. To ensure that these practices are sustainably 

implemented one of incentive-based cooperation approaches is 

proposed to be used, which is PES.

It is expected that introduction of these innovative schemes will 

improve the understanding of the real value of healthy ecosystems 

thereby mitigating con# icts, will encourage farmers to use more 

environmentally friendly technologies, and facilitate more active in-

volvement of local communities into local decision-making process.

www.carecnet.org 

Under this ambitious title a workshop was convened by the European Commission on 10 and 11 June and CARI was one of the guests 

invited to share their experience as a panellist. Organized by the Directorate General for Research in Environmental Matters the workshop 

brought together twenty holders of research projects supported by the Commission on funded by the framework programs 6 and 7. As well 

as representatives of the various departments involved in the Commission and a set of academic actors, NGOs, research centres, local aut-

horities, etc. The two-day workshop included four thematic sessions (i) soil and land management, (ii) deserti! cation (iii) community-based 

approaches to environmental management, (iv) urban risk, planning of urban development. These sessions were introduced by di" erent 

presentations from the Commission focusing on the current stakes and issues.

Following this ! rst round of twenty speakers and the related discussions, a sixth session entitled "From research to the stakeholders needs" 

allowed a series of panellists to respond succinctly and present their experiences and their needs in relation to the issues discussed. A poo-

ling session made it possible to synthesize and make proposals both from the research and the development sides, in order to enrich the 

outline of the research program to be proposed by the Commission in the future. In addition to the opportunity to present the work of 

CARI and Both ENDS ( based on their own and common experience with DESIRE) on the dialogue between civil society and research, the 

meeting also covered past and on-going research activities that are likely to feed the work of CSOs in drylands and which are currently not 

well known, particularly in the two areas of deserti! cation and community approaches to environmental management.  All of the presen-

tations were sent to the participants and will be disseminated as a reference to networks in which actors such as CARI are active, such as 

Drynet,  Resad or RADDO.
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Upcoming Events

UNCCD 3. Scienti� c Conference

Details and participation form can be found at 

www.unccd.int

2. Global Soil Week

27-31 October 2013, Berlin, Germany

 http://globalsoilweek.org/ 

UNCCD COP 11

16-27 September 2013, Windhoek, Namibia

UNFCCC COP 19

11-22 November 2013, warsaw, Poland

 http://www.cop19.gov.pl/ 
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Drynet Annual Meeting, Istanbul 2013

13 organizations within the DRYNET network met in Istanbul between the  dates 

February 26th - March 1st 2013 for the Annual Meeting of DRYNET. The ! rst 

two days of the meeting focused on the Self Assesment of the Network follo-

wed by a day and half long meeting on upcoming events and plans for the future.

On the last day of the meetings, there was a public screening of ‘Thirst of the World’ by 

Yann Arthus-Bertrand, famous director who is also on the Advisory Board of DRYNET. 

More than 80 people attended the screening and the DRYNET presentations preceeding.

TEMA General Director Mr. Serdar Sarigul held a welcome speech to all the partners 

and the audience. On behalf of DRYNET, Mr. Patrice Burger from CARI, France followed 

with an introductory speech about DRYNET. Mr. Miguel Crespo from PROBIOMA, Bolivia 

held a presentation on the magnitude of the problem of land degradation and deser-

ti! cation. Ms. Duygu Kutluay from TEMA, Turkey held a brief presentation introducing 

the work of DRYNET. Local examples were presented by Ms. Kadija Razavi from CENE-

STA, Iran, by Mr. Tanveer Arif from SCOPE, Pakistan, by Amidou Sako from GCOZA, Mali, 

by Ms. Kanika Chandel from LPSS, India and by Mr. Ricardo Cifuentes from OLCA, Chile. 

 

Publications

DRYNET IMPACT REPORT

The booklet describing the local and glo-

bal impacts of the DRYNET Project can be 

downloaded free at:

http://www.dry-net.org/uploaded_files/

Dry-net_-_From_local_actions_to_in" u-

encing_global_dryla.pdf

For comments, questions ,

suggestions, please contact us at      

drynet@bothends.org or visit 

www.dry-net.org


