
CSOs Statement on Drought adaptation: Mainstreaming drought management policy 
in national agendas and mitigating the effects of drought 
 

Globally, drought is an insidious hazard of nature, referred as a “creeping phenomenon” and its 
impacts vary among regions.  Drought is a cyclical phenomenon, with some cycles taking extremely 
long, and with climatic change affecting the duration and intensity of these phenomena. Drought 
often results in severe production shortfalls and food and nutritional insecurity in the world’s 
poorest countries and drylands communities who have developed efficient pastoral and mixed 
cropping systems adapted to the difficult conditions of drylands and sustained their livelihoods for 
centuries. 

Drylands have an immense scientific, ecological, economic and social value.  They take up 41.3% of 
the land surface, 40% of the world’s population and 44% of all the world's cultivated systems.   

Having this in mind and the impact of drought on drylands communities and its unavoidable cost, we 
as CSO community call for urgent and immediate attention of all policy and decision makers to 
enable our dryland societies to be more resilient in the face of drought. 

With regards to the governance of drought and climate change issues, an effective and enabling 
policy should be developed to promote local governance systems and mechanisms to reduce 
drought risk. It is crucial to strengthen the customary institutions and building the capacities of 
drought affected communities to ensure their participation in the governance system. Foremost, 
involving drylands communities in decision and policy making process at all levels is key to an 
effective reaction to droughts and other environmental tensions. 

Furthermore, Strengthening Community Resilience to cope with the drought and other natural 
disasters should be the key objective. Therefore, a better understanding of the indigenous 
knowledge of drylands communities, their local adaptation resilience strategies and innovations and 
know-how to manage their drylands territories is crucial.  Participatory documentation on drought 
affected communities on their valuable biodiversity would provide a credible database with respect 
to communities’ rights.  

Strengthening Climate Information and Early Warning Systems for Climate Resilient Development 
and adaptation to climate change in particular at local levels is crucial. Therefore, these early 
warning systems should be easily accessible for drought-affected communities. The high diversity of 
domestic flora & fauna and local genetic resources resistance to drought and environmental 
tensions should be strongly promoted and pressure to shift the natural ecosystems (lands) for 
agricultural, industrial, business and other development purposes should be halted. 

Earlier approaches to range ecology in drylands should be halted and adequate attention should be 
given to introduce the concept of non-equilibrium ecosystems (NEE) as the basis for range 
management in drought affected areas and communities.  Furthermore recognition of Indigenous 
Community Conserved Areas (ICCAs) and governance of those areas should be given to drought 
affected communities. 

In conclusion we as CSOs want to draw your attention once more to drought affected communities, 
who are the stewards of drylands with their precious indigenous knowledge, customary laws, 
practices and spiritual and material sense of ownership. Practically and ethically, they should be 
deeply involved in policy and decision making process as well as in design, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of SLM to cope with the drought and climate change issues. 


