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Drynet Update
“Land and Agrarian Reforms
on Political Agenda of
Pakistan: Critical Review of
Election Manifesto”
KARACHI - The political parties including
PPP, PML-N, MQM, ANP, PTI and others
at a consultative policy seminar on
Tuesday made commitment to bring
new land and agrarian reforms after
coming to power in next general
elections. However, a PPP leader
disclosed that judiciary and army
officers are the main hindrance in land
reforms.
The seminar on the theme of “Land and
Agrarian Reforms on Political Agenda of
Pakistan: Critical Review of Election
Manifesto” was organised by Society for
Conservation and Protection of
Environment (SCOPE) in collaboration
with National Peasants Coalition of
Pakistan, Oxfam Novi, Land Watch Asia,
Drynet, International Land Coalition and
ANGOC International here on Tuesday.
PML-N leader Siddiqul Farooq while
addressing the seminar vowed to bring
land reforms if his party comes to
power.
He said that we would provide small
loans to farmers, particularly women. He
recalled that PML-N had distributed
lands among deserving farmers in 1997.

He said that we should give agriculture
as the status of industry. Former senator
and PPP Sindh's general secretary Taj
Haider said that water logging and
salanity was badly affecting agriculture
land and the last PPP government took
steps in this regard. He said that a vast
area of the land was hit by waterlogging and salinity which needs to be
eradicated.
He said that we could raise crop
production by eliminating water-logging
and salinity. He said that eight small
dams were being built on the right bank
of Indus River and on the left side of
Indus River, we should reactivate low
lying areas to boost agriculture
productions.
He said that agriculture sector has
become self-reliant during the last five
years. He said that 2.2 million acres of
land had been submerged by sea in
Badin and Thatta districts. PPP leader
disclosed that the Army officers,
whether they are serving or retired, are
>>
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big land holders in Pakistan, claiming
that the army officers and judiciary are
main obstacle in the land reforms in the
country.
He condemned the Tenancy Bill passed
by the outgoing government of Sindh of
his party, in which according to him
rights of the farmers have further been
snatched.
Senator Haji Adeel of ANP said his party
was determined to bring land and
agriculture reforms in the country,
however, political will was mandatory in
this regard. He said that maximum land
with one family should be 25 canal and
50 barani acres. He said that Khyber
PakhtunKhwa province had been
deprived of industrial growth because it
faces loadshedding up to 18 hours. Our
province produces 5000 to 6000 mega
watts of power but in return it is
deprived to fulfill electricity need of
220MW. He said that gas load shedding
is also hitting hard the people of the
region.
MQM leader Haider Abbas Rizivi said
that Muttahida was sole party in the
country that had brought a bill on land
reforms in the parliament. Rizvi said that
it was irony that no one talked on the
bill. He said that 70 percent landlords in
assemblies would not allow land
reforms. He said that feudal system
should be eliminated from the country
for good of farmers and agriculture
development. He said that 80 percent
land in Pakistan was not the real
property of landlords and it could be
proved by verifying the record. He said
that constitution does not give right to
own land in Pakistan. However, the land
could be given on lease for 90 years. He
said that we want computerization of
land record. The MQM want small loans
should be provided to farmers so that
they could grow their crops with peace.
He stressed the need to introduce
cooperative farming.

He said that a family could pass its life
with respect if it has 36 acres of canal
and 54 acres of barani land.

manifestos while remaining ones are
required to include the same before
elections.

Abid Hassan Minto, chairman of
Workers Party of Pakistan, said that
economic instability in Pakistan is due to
acts of richest class, particularly feudal
lords. He said that his party would
continue its struggle to bring land
reforms in Pakistan. The party is also
determined to strive for elimination of
feudal system from the country. We
have filed an appeal in the Supreme
Court of Pakistan, seeking review of
Shariat Bench decision that declared
land reforms against Shariat law. He
said that the decision in this case is likely
in April. He said that democracy would
never flourish in Pakistan till feudal
system exists.

Najama Sadiq, a noted journalist,
opposed formation of small dams in
Pakistan, as saying the US is breaking up
its all small dams. She said that heavy
machinery use in land is harmful for the
soil. Najma said that land reforms are
social will but not the political one.

PTI leader Shahid Zia said that his party
would bring land and agrarian reforms
if comes to power in next general
elections and it would computerize
whole land record of the land.
Scope CEO Tanvir Arif said that main
reason of poverty in Pakistan is terrorism
which needs to be eradicated. He said
that rise of Talibanisation is causing raise
in crime rate in the country, particularly
in Karachi. He said that the political
parties should adopt positive attitude
and bring land and agrarian reforms in
the country so as to ensure food security
and significant development in Pakistan.
He said that one-third people in Pakistan
live itral areas and out of them 50
percent are peasants. He said waterlogging sailanity is like a cancer which is
badly affecting agriculture in the
country , therefore, the government
should take effective steps to bring an
end to it. As we are proceeding to hold
general elections, we have invited
political leaders to discuss land reforms
and find solution to introduce them.
Tanvir said that some parties have
incorporated land reforms in their

Farzana Bari said that there is no clear
concept about land reforms in Pakistan
as it is still not known that how much
land possessed by political leaders in the
country.
Minhaz Paracha of Oxfam Novib,
Zulfiqar Halepoto and others also shared
their views.
Source: http://www.nation.com.pk/pakist
an-news-newspaper-daily-english
online/karachi/03-Apr-2013/-judiciaryarmy-obstacle-in-land-reforms

Launching of Pakistan’s Chapter
of Alliance against Hunger and
Malnutrition (AAHM)

ISLAMABAD: State of food security in
Pakistan has deteriorated since 2003.
The conditions for it are inadequate in
80 out of 131 districts of Pakistan. Ab
out 48.6 percent of Pakistanis do not
have access to sufficient food for an
active and healthy life.
This was stated by CEO Society for
Conservation and Protection of
Environment (SCOPE) Tanveer Arif while
speaking at the launching ceremony of
Alliance Against Hunger and
>>
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Malnutrition (AAHM), organised by
SCOPE in collaboration with Oxfam,
International Land Coalition, Oxfam
GROW Campaign and Drynet at a local
hotel here on Thursday.
SCOPE's CEO said food prices had also
led to an adverse impact on health and
nutrition in various ways as poorer food
consumption increases malnutrition,
which in turn heightens susceptibility to
disease; both may lead to higher
mortality rates.
He said Pakistan lags behind in infant
mortality rate (at 63 per 1000 live
births) and the under 5 years mortality
rate (at 86.5 per 1000 live births). "These
indicators continue to remain high
mainly on account of unhealthy dietary
habits, waterborne diseases,
malnutrition and rapid population
growth."
He said FATA has the highest percentage
of food insecure population at 67.7
percent, followed by Balochistan 61.2
percent and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 56.2
percent. Among the districts, Dera Bugti
in Balochistan has the highest
percentage 82.4 percent of food
insecure people.
"Balochistan has the highest number of
districts with worst food insecurity. The
20 districts of Pakistan with worst
conditions for food security include 10
districts from Balochistan, 5 from FATA;
3 from KPK; and 1 from Gilgit Baltistan
(GB) and Sindh each.
Over the past 20 years there has been
little change in the prevalence of
malnutrition in the population despite
more food availability and an overall
increase in caloric intake per capita.
He said that in Pakistan, large family size
is forced to spend 46 percent of the
family income on food while the food
expenditures in India are 35 percent and
the US 7 percent. It is ironic that around

one third of the world's food is never
eaten, that is 1.3 billion tonnes, which is
thrown away or left to rot every year.
"In order for economic growth to
enhance the nutrition of the neediest,
the poor must participate in the growth
process and its benefits. In Pakistan
food security is linked to agriculture,
which is the backbone of economy, as it
provides employment to 45 percent of
total population and input for agrobased industry. Agriculture sector
recorded a growth of 3.1 percent
against 2.4 percent last year. He said
agriculture is a key sector of the
economy and accounts for 21 percent of
GDP. Agriculture has lost significant
growth momentum as slowed down to
2.7 percent in the decade of 2000s as
against 4.4 percent in 1990s and 5.4
percent in the 1980s," he concluded.
Additional Secretary Abdul Basit Khan
said that there is need to make joint
efforts for discussing food insecurity
and malnutrition issues in Pakistan.
"Food security is not only related to poor
people only but it is the issue linked to
all others too. There is no headway yet
in food security and malnutrition issues
in Pakistan which is a matter of great
concern." He said more and more efforts
are required to tackle these issues.
Aslam Shaheen, Chief Nutrition,
Planning Commission of Pakistan, said
that 48 percent households are food
insecure in Pakistan, while 45 districts
are severely affected by food insecurity.
Government intends to improve food
security but we are facing challenges of
climate change, population growth,
food inflation and lack of coordination
among stakeholders. Changes in food
crop production due to climate change
are affecting demand and supply of
food. It also affects overall agriculture
growth, he added.
Iftikhar Ahmed Khalid of Oxfam Pakistan
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said we are introducing Alliance to make
efforts for food security and sufficient
malnutrition required for people. People
are suffering from disasters, therefore, it
is the need of the hour to ensure they
have food security.
Elisa Pozzi of Asia Representative AAHM
Secretariat also called for making hectic
efforts to ensure food security and
malnutrition.
Jean Luc-Siblot of WFP Rep Pakistan said
that effective measures are required to
provide food security in Pakistan. He
said that food security should be
ensured in all regions of the country
through a positive approach.
Javeria, Oxfam Novib, said that her
organisation is making hectic efforts for
food security and farmers rights. She
said that climate change would affect
food production in Pakistan in future;
therefore, we will have to lobby for
implementation of food and agriculture
policies. There is also a need to help
farmers, particularly women peasants,
especially in terms of corruption and
high transportation rates causing food
price hike in Pakistan.
Mohammad Azeem Khan, DG NARC,
said that food insecurity is a
multidimensional issue; and joint efforts
by all stakeholders are required to tackle
it. "We are also facing the issue of
malnutrition, while heavy use of
pesticides and fertilisers are affecting
food quality."
Asking for a need to check food
flooding in markets, he said ensuring
availability of quality food is necessary.
Dr Nomina, a representative of FAO,
stressed the need to develop
coordination among stakeholders to
ensure food security and required
malnutrition. She said that AAHM would
try to build ties with government, the
UN and NGOs.
>>
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Zaffar Sabri, Group Head, Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), said that
more people die of hunger than TB,
Malaria and other diseases. Planet has
enough food but not everyone has
access to sufficient food. Access to food
and energy is mandatory for public
welfare, he concluded.

Source:http://dailytimes.com.pk/default.
asp?pag e=2013\06\07\story_7-6 2013_
pg7_16

Computerisation of lands data
to end feudalism
KARACHI - As general elections are
drawing close, all the political parties of
the country should come forward with
renewed commitment and play their
due role for computerisation of land
record so as to end illegal occupations
by feudal lords.
“The computerisation of land will
significantly help end feudal system and
identify land owners. Pakistan inherited
feudal system from British Rule. Land
distribution in Pakistan is highly unequal
as 5 per cent of large landholders
possess 64 per cent of total farm land
and 65 per cent small farmers hold 15
per cent of land,” said Mahjabeen Khan,
Program Manager, Society for
Conservation and Protection of
Environment (SCOPE) in an interview
with PPI at her office here on
Wednesday.
She said, “Feudal lords have occupied
huge area of land in Pakistan, leaving a
small share for lower class people. They

have made documents of land with the
names of their close relatives and
servants but kept their original
documents with them, which is great
injustice in Pakistan society. Hence
computerisation of country-wide land is
necessary.”
Agriculture is the mainstay of Pakistan
economy, accounting for 25 per cent of
GDP, 60 per cent of export earnings and
48 per cent of employment. The SCOPE
official said that the computerisation of
land record will also help identify the
category of land under forest, rainirrigated, canal, salinity, water logging
and enemy (India) land.
She informed that a huge area of land
in Thar was left by Thakurs, Rathors,
Meghhwars and other rich people while
shifting to India soon after Pakistan
came into being. These lands are called
enemy lands in documents of the
government and are given on lease.
These lands should also be immediately
brought in the record, she urged.
“Such enemy lands are located in
Chhachhro, Mithi, Diplo and
Nagarparkar talukas in Thar.” There is
also need to introduce land use policy in
the country to end degradation of soil
like water-logging and salinity,” she
said.
Mahjabeen Khan said that recent
passage of Sindh Tenancy (Amendment)
Act Bill from Sindh Assembly is deceit
with farmer community. The Act has
been amended at the will of feudal lords
present at the assembly, leaving farmers
in quandary.
She said that Article 17, 23 and 24 of
Sindh Tenancy Act had been amended in
favour of landlords. “With amendment
of the Article 17, landlords could take
free labour work from a farmer, while
the 23 and 24 Articles will compel
farmers to pay whole tractor levelling
work charges and half crop cutting and
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thrashing cost,” she elaborated.
She said that as the Sindh government
amended this Act in hurry and at the
end time of its tenure without
incorporating farmer community’s
proposals, so it will be good to amend it
again soon after new government is
formed through upcoming general
elections.
She said that corporate farming
introduced in Pakistan is harmful for
country as it would cause land
grabbing, food insecurity and inflation.
Giving details of corporate lands in
Pakistan, she said that investors from
Abu Dhabi bought about 16,000
hectares of farmland in Balochistan.
Emirates Investment Group and Abraaj
Capital are also investing directly in
corporate farming. The UAE has
purchased 324,000 hectares of farmland
in the Punjab and Sindh provinces in
June 2008.
There is need to end corporate farming
from the country for good of farmers
community and development of
agriculture sector, she stressed.
Corporate farming is just not about land
grabbing, but it is actually grabbing of
virtual water, in the form of agricultural
produce to be exported, in other words
CAF is about to export virtual water
which is basis of our food security.
She said all laws and regulations
regarding land developed under colonial
era should be abandoned and a judicial
commission on land utilisation should
be formed to check exceeding
commercialisation of land.
To avoid water logging and salinity, the
canals, branches and watercourses
should be lined. The government must
draw up an agriculture policy with the
consultation of agriculture scientists,
peasants, agriculture workers and
growers, she concluded. Jean Luc-Siblot
of WFP Rep Pakistan said that effective
measures are required to provide food
>>
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security in Pakistan. He said that food
security should be ensured in all regions
of the country through a positive
approach.
Javeria, Oxfam Novib, said that her
organisation is making hectic efforts for
food security and farmers rights. She
said that climate change would affect
food production in Pakistan in future;
therefore, we will have to lobby for
implementation of food and agriculture
policies. There is also a need to help
farmers, particularly women peasants,
especially in terms of corruption and
high transportation rates causing food
price hike in Pakistan.
Mohammad Azeem Khan, DG NARC,
said that food insecurity is a
multidimensional issue; and joint efforts
by all stakeholders are required to tackle
it. "We are also facing the issue of
malnutrition, while heavy use of
pesticides and fertilisers are affecting
food quality."
Asking for a need to check food
flooding in markets, he said ensuring
availability of quality food is necessary.
Dr Nomina, a representative of FAO,
stressed the need to develop
coordination among stakeholders to
ensure food security and required
malnutrition. She said that AAHM would
try to build ties with government, the
UN and NGOs.
Zaffar Sabri, Group Head, Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), said that
more people die of hunger than TB,
Malaria and other diseases. Planet has
enough food but not everyone has
access to sufficient food. Access to food
and energy is mandatory for public
welfare, he concluded.
Source:http://www.nation.com.pk/pakist
an-news-newspaper-daily-englishonline/karachi/11-Apr 2013/ compute
risation-of-lands-data-to-end-feudalism

Over 77m without enough food
KARACHI: Pakistan is heading towards
food insecurity due to ineffective
agriculture policies and land reforms, as
the number of food insecure people has
risen over 77 million in the country.
“Balochistan has large number of food
insecure people followed by FATA, KP;
Tharparkar, Thatta & Badin (Sindh) and
Rajanpur (Punjab),” said Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Society for Conservation
and Protection of Environment (Scope)
Tanvir Arif in an interview to PPI here on
Sunday
He said that food insecurity causes
malnutrition among people, particularly
children, which decreases their body
weight and weaken them. It also causes
health problems among people and
reduces their capabilities. Healthy
society is mandatory for socio-economic
development, he observed.
He said that cooperative agriculture
farming should be boosted in the
country while agriculture engineers
should be made managers in this
regard. He said that upcoming
democratic government should pay
heed towards agriculture sector which
was backbone of the country’s economy
and major source of country food
security. Previous government left
dismal picture of agriculture sector
during the last five years.
Tanvir said agriculture contributes 25
percent to GDP, 60 percent of export
earnings and 48 percent of
employment. There is need to bring
agrarian reforms in the country by
stopping corporate farming and ending
feudal system. “Feudal system and
corporate farming are posing threat to
food security in Pakistan, hence both
needs to be stamped out,” he asserted.
He said, “Corporate agriculture farming
policy is against the economic and food
security interests of the nation. It will
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displace farm labours and further
marginalise them from their livelihoods.
Corporate farming is not just land
grabbing, but it is water grabbing in the
form of agricultural production to be
exported. The corporate farming is
about to export virtual water which is
basis of our food security.”
He said the UAE had purchased 324,000
hectares of farmland in Punjab and
Sindh in June 2008. Investors from Abu
Dhabi bought about 16,000 hectares
of farmland in Balochistan. Emirates
Investment Group and Abraaj Capital
are also investing directly in corporate
farming. Such kind of purchasing is a
land grabbing which will deprive local
people of land and cause food
insecurity.”
He said Pakistan inherited feudal system
from British Raja. “Land distribution in
Pakistan is highly unequal as 5 percent
of large landholders possess 64 percent
of total farm land and 65 percent small
farmers hold 15 percent of land.”
Tanvir said that Pakistan had witnessed
three land reforms which proved
ineffective due to lack of political will,
fuedalisam and some other factors. He
elaborated that General Ayub Khan and
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto brought land reforms
in the country which proved useless.
“During Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s regime in
1972, only 520,000 hectares of land had
been surrendered, while 285,000
hectares redistributed among 71,000
farmers. In 1977, ceilings on private
ownership of farmland were further
reduced to 4 hectares of irrigated land
and 8 hectares of non-irrigated land.
Gen Ziaul Haq and governments in
1980s and 1990s did little to implement
land reforms because they were
supported by the landed aristocracy.”
“Unfortunately in 1977, General ZiaUl
Haq toppled the civil government and
during his era a Shariat bench of
Supreme Court of Pakistan upheld an
>>
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appeal to declare land reforms against
the law of Shariat. Abid Hassan Minto,
Chairman of Workers Party Pakistan,
along with other political leaders and
social activists, has moved to Supreme
Court of Pakistan to challenge this
verdict,” he said.
Tanvir said that land and agrarian
reforms were essentially vital for
reducing poverty and empowering the
poor peasantry. In Pakistan, the power
of feudal has acted as a barrier to social
and economic progress of the rural
society. “Genuine land reform can help
solve the problems caused by the fact
that farmers often use relatively
inefficient capital-intensive techniques
due to distorted market prices and that
small farmers do not have access to the
liberal credit subsidies on imported
machinery and capital equipment.”
He said all major political parties must
clearly express their commitment about
land reforms programme in Pakistan.
Tanvir said all political parties should
include equitable, effective land and
agrarian reforms in their election
manifesto. A comprehensive pro-poor
and and agrarian reforms programme
should be implemented in Pakistan with
immediate effect based on equity,
gender justice principles. The verdict of
Shariat Bench of Supreme Court during
Gen Zialul Haq regime, which declared
land reforms against Islamic principles,
should be reviewed and revoked
through legislation,” Tanvir concluded.
She said that as the Sindh government
amended this Act in hurry and at the
end time of its tenure without
incorporating farmer community’s
proposals, so it will be good to amend it
again soon after new government is
formed through upcoming general
elections.
She said that corporate farming
introduced in Pakistan is harmful for

country as it would cause land
grabbing, food insecurity and inflation.
Giving details of corporate lands in
Pakistan, she said that investors from
Abu Dhabi bought about 16,000
hectares of farmland in Balochistan.
Emirates Investment Group and Abraaj
Capital are also investing directly in
corporate farming. The UAE has
purchased 324,000 hectares of farmland
in the Punjab and Sindh provinces in
June 2008. There is need to end
corporate farming from the country for
good of farmers community and
development of agriculture sector, she
stressed.
Corporate farming is just not about land
grabbing, but it is actually grabbing of
virtual water, in the form of agricultural
produce to be exported, in other words
CAF is about to export virtual water
which is basis of our food security.
She said all laws and regulations
regarding land developed under colonial
era should be abandoned and a judicial
commission on land utilisation should
be formed to check exceeding
commercialisation of land.
To avoid water logging and salinity, the
canals, branches and watercourses
should be lined. The government must
draw up an agriculture policy with the
consultation of agriculture scientists,
peasants, agriculture workers and
growers, she concluded.Jean Luc-Siblot
of WFP Rep Pakistan said that effective
measures are required to provide food
security in Pakistan.

therefore, we will have to lobby for
implementation of food and agriculture
policies. There is also a need to help
farmers, particularly women peasants,
especially in terms of corruption and
high transportation rates causing food
price hike in Pakistan.
Mohammad Azeem Khan, DG NARC,
said that food insecurity is a
multidimensional issue; and joint efforts
by all stakeholders are required to tackle
it. "We are also facing the issue of
malnutrition, while heavy use of
pesticides and fertilisers are affecting
food quality."
Asking for a need to check food
flooding in markets, he said ensuring
availability of quality food is necessary.
Dr Nomina, a representative of FAO,
stressed the need to develop
coordination among stakeholders to
ensure food security and required
malnutrition. She said that AAHM would
try to build ties with government, the
UN and NGOs.
Zaffar Sabri, Group Head, Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), said that
more people die of hunger than TB,
Malaria and other diseases. Planet has
enough food but not everyone has
access to sufficient food. Access to food
and energy is mandatory for public
welfare, he concluded.
Source:http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/de
fault.asp?page=2013\05\06\story_6-52013_pg7_17

He said that food security should be
ensured in all regions of the country
through a positive approach.
Javeria, Oxfam Novib, said that her
organisation is making hectic efforts for
food security and farmers rights. She
said that climate change would affect
food production in Pakistan in future;
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