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degradation of productive land should
be avoided and already degraded lands
need to be restored. The proposed goal
is underlined by the following targets:
zero net land degradation by 2030, zero
net forest degradation by 2030 and
drought preparedness policies
implemented in all drought-prone
countries by 2020.

This UNCCD policy brief “A Sustainable
Development Goal for Rio+20: Zero Net
Land Degradation” provides a snapshot
of the world's land, explains causes and
impacts of land degradation and
suggests pathways to land-degradation
neutrality. The brief reveals that
sustainable land-use is a prerequisite for
ensuring future water, food and energy
security. Given the increasing pressure
on land from agriculture, forestry,
pasture, energy production and
urbanization, urgent action is needed to
halt land degradation.
The brief calls the world leaders to agree
a sustainable goal on land: zero net land
degradation. To achieve this goal,
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The paragraph 92, addresses the
economic and social significance of
land, particularly its contribution to
growth, food security, and poverty
eradication. It calls for enhanced
support by the international community
to the implementation of the United
Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD). The paragraph
93 talks about partnerships and
initiatives to save soil resources. It asks
for scientific studies and initiatives
aimed at raising wider awareness of the
economic benefits of sustainable land
management policies that achieve
healthy and productive land and soil.
that poverty is the most predominant
factor in dry zones due to scarce
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resource base, it is the need of the day
that drylands are given focused
attention not only from ecological
perspective but also because people
living in these areas deserve more
attention and support.

Drynet side event in the
French pavilion at the
Rio+20 conference

Land degradation and desertification
affects 44% of the land surface and is
about the order of 2 billion people with
at least 50% are poor to very poor. Civil
society as the states involved in the UN
Convention to fight against
desertification in Rio launched the goal
of a world is neutral in terms of land
degradation, sustainable production
systems are central to the debate.
Drynet organized side event in the
french pavillion on the 17th of june.
Behalf of Drynet Pakistan Mr. Tanveer
Arif attend this event.
Please go through the following link and
watch full video Source:
http://www.tvrioplus20france.org/fr/4748_
tv-rio--20-lutte-contre-la-desertification

Drynet members interviewed
at the Rio+20 conference
about the role of civil society
within the UNCCD
Rio+20 Patrice Burger, Tanveer Arif and

Emmanuel Seck from Drynet talk about
the importance of civil society in the
UNCCD secretariat and to contributing
to the fight against desertification.
They say the role of civil society is huge
in the international convention and
without this involvement nothing would
get done. They describe civil society as
the core partners of the UNCCD both in
terms of conveying information back to
the field and to the stakeholders
involved in desertification and also
bringing the voice of the field into the
international foray and the decision
making progress.

Please go through the following link and
watch full video Source:
http://www.rtcc.org/climate-changetv/rio20-civil-societies-role-within-the-unccd/

SCOPE's Tanveer Arif on
Desertification
Desertification is like skin cancer. If soil is
skin of earth, desertification is its cancer.
Desertification can be caused by natural
reasons such as prolonged droughts and
anthropogenic reasons, such as
deforestation, over grazing livestock on
rangelands, wrong methods of irrigation
which cause water logging and salinity.
Desertification is affecting lives and
livelihoods of 1.5 billion people around
the world who depends upon subsistent
agriculture and livestock grazing in the
dry land countries of the world. More
than 50% of agricultural land is
moderately to severely degraded now. In
the result of soil erosion 75 billion tons
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of fertile soil disappear/year while 12
million ha/Year lost due to drought and
desertification, an area with the
potential to produce 20 million tons of
grain every year. Six million km2 of
drylands bear a legacy of desertification.
Due to land degradation 27,000 species
lost each year and 70 to 80 % of
expansion of cropland lead to
deforestation.
We are living in a planet which is now
subjected to red alarm; according to an
estimate by millennium eco system
assessment, world population is
increasing by 150 people/ minute,
carbon di oxide (a global warming gas)
increases by 6,150 ton per minute,
tropical deforestation is going on with a
fast rate of 25 ha. / minute, while
desertification is advancing by 23
ha/minute and each year 12 million ha.
of fertile land (half of UK size) is
desertified, which could grow 20 million
tons of grains.
United National Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) is a global
treaty which was negotiated to fight
against desertification. The UNCCD
made its presence felt on June 17th at
Rio+20 conference at Brazil by
organizing a grand Land Day, which was
star studded by many head of UN
agencies in a round table dialogue.
"Zero land degradation" was the topic of
the day. But do the delegates and heads
of the state who are about to come to
Rio has a slightest idea about the future
when just in 20 year demand for food,
energy and water will rise to significant
40-50%, with increasing population.
Land and soil are perhaps taken for
granted and the top policy and decision
makers are not willing to pay attention
to this emerging issue of land
degradation and desertification.
Land has so far not attained the profile
equal to climate change and
biodiversity; although these three babies
>>
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>>
(conventions of biodiversity, climate
change and combating desertification)
we born at Rio at famous Earth Summit
in 1992, but "land baby" couldn't get
equal attention and care of her parents,
like her siblings. However we all know
very well that planet's environment is a
single integral entity. Planet is warming
up by carbon and other gases, so where
we can take zillions of tones of
atmospheric stocks of carbon? Of course
in soil, and with land degradation,
biodiversity is also lost, so we see a
definite synergy here. Zero land
degradation looks like a super ambitions
slogan at Rio+20, but .do we have
another easy choice to get rid of carbon
di oxide, the notorious global warming
gas? Of course not. We can't simply
continually ignore people suffering from
hunger and malnutrition in drylands of
Africa and elsewhere. We have to catch
this bull by horns and deal with this
accordingly.
In the context of UNCCD, much of the
discussion currently is around soil
science, perhaps because we have lots
of people who are experts in soil
sciences. Soil is no doubt important, but
let's not forget that soil is integral part
of land, which has a direct relevance
with "non-scientific" issues like land
governance, secure tenancy rights to
landless farmers and pastoral
community and agrarian reforms. These
are politically sensitive issues but have
direct repercussion on the degradation
of soil and food production system.
Private sector is trumped and touted as
a savior of agriculture and deteriorating
livelihoods of poor. But beware of global
trend of land grabbing in disguise of
investment on agriculture in poor
countries. Land grabbing has become a

threat to food production, security and
food sovereignty in many dryland
countries. Acquisition of large chunks of
common community by multinational
has set direct competition in access to
land for food cultivation by local
communities on one hand, and access
to land by the multinationals for
cultivation of non-edible crops and in
particular agrofuel. The land grabs
deprives small farmers and pastoral
communities of their nourishing base
which is land.
Pakistan has ratified the convention in
1997, but still has to demonstrate any
serious effort to reverse desertification,
as a dryland country, it is subjected to
severe desertification in its rain fed and
irrigated areas. Pakistan Government is
also restless to embrace land grabbers in
the mask of "corporate agriculture
farming (CAF) companies", who are
eying Pakistan's fertile lands to grow
grain and export to their own countries,
leaving local population "food insecure".
As a nation we failed to protect our
ecology and our land, a high rate of
deforestation, urban encroachment in
agricultural areas, water logging and
salinity, over grazing and whole sale
clearing of soil from vegetation for
getting fuel wood is pushing us towards
a complete desertified land.
The need of time is to take this issue on
war footing, promote massive trees
plantation, saving existing forests from
logging, discourage land mafia to
occupy forests, lease of range and forest
lands for CAF and "yaksaala" (1 year
lease for cultivation in Tharparkar and
other areas), over grazing and revegetate desertified areas. We have to
give up flood irrigation and adopt
modern water thrifty irrigation
techniques such as sprinkler and drip
irrigation. The government has to come
forward and formulate a comprehensive
agrarian reforms policy which could
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support farmers in attaining modern
irrigation and soil conservation climate
smart agriculture. The policy of
corporate farming should be replaced
by "cooperative farming" in which
cooperatives of agriculture graduates
should be supported to establish highly
productive but eco-friendly farms.
Tanveer Arif, CEO SCOPE Pakistan, is an
environmentalist and a land right
activist. He is associated with UNCCD
since 1992 as civil society member.
Source: http://scopepakistan.wordpress.
com/2012/07/01/desertification-skincancer-of-land/
http://drynet.org/index.php?page=2_2&
articleId=349

SCOPE's Tanveer Arif Blogs
on the perspective for
drylands at Rio+20
The preparations of Rio+20 Summit
have entered in the final round.
However, like expected atmosphere here
is not as vibrant as it was in 1992, when
UNCED took place here. The reason is
obvious that no legal treaties are
coming out from this process. The
Summit will figure out blue prints of
green economy. The feeling here among
the civil society is that the power of
decision making is drifting away from
states to the mighty corporate sector.
link: http://www.dry-org/index.php?page=2
_2&articleId=343
http://scopepakistan.wordpress.com/201
2/06/15/perspective-for-drylands-at-rio20/
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which have been articulated over the
past twenty years.
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SCOPE's Tanveer Arif Blogs on
the Can PES a hope for fight
against desertification?
Rio+20 at Brazil, is getting momentum
at the end of preparatory process, and
Rio is set to greet head of states,
ministers and top decision makers to
descend and give a good news to
humanity that they care about the
planet Earth and they mean it.
Green economy is the major theme of
this Rio+20 Summit, recommended by
the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in
2010. Green economy is considered as
new development paradigm to attain

Full blog link: http://scopepakistan.
wordpress.com/2012/06/17/can-pes-a-hopefor-fight-against-desertification/

sustainable development and poverty
alleviation. A green economy is
historically understood as an economic
system that is compatible with the
natural environment. It is a concept that
envelops a set of policies to promote
investment in environmentallysignificant sectors while contributing to
the sustainable development and
poverty eradication. These are derived
from a range of economic approaches,

SCOPE CEO Tanveer Arif's blog
entry in Responding to
Climate Change (RTCC) website
Please read full blog link
http://www.rtcc.org/living/desertificationaction-not-possible-until-fair-landmanagement-addressed/
http://www.drynet.org/index.php?page=2_2
&articleId=331
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