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the current food crisis and its implica-

ers, political and development proc-

tions for food security in dryland areas.

esses, and the implementation status of

It will also touch upon the interrelated

UNCCD action plans and other relevant

issue of bio- or agrofuels. Drynet part-

development plans in their countries.

ners indicated that the recent hikes in

We have much more insight than at the

world food prices tend to especially

beginning of the project into the role

affect people who live in drylands

which civil society organisations can

where foof security is even at best

play in developing and supporting

times problematic.

relevant policies for sustainable livelihoods in drylands. We also made the

These concerns were raised at the

first steps to further improve partici-

Midterm Meeting of the Drynet project

patory processes. The next step will be

which took place from 30th of June to

to increase capacities of local organisa-

2nd of July 2008 in Cape Town, South

tions to ensure the implementation of

Africa. The meeting was held in high

necessary changes.

spirits and with a very positive and
energetic atmosphere which seemed to

By Drynet partner: Both ENDS,

greatly stimulate all partners to contin-

the Netherlands

ue in the path of corporation and boost

Society For Conservation And
Protection Of Environment

The Drynet team
in South Africa
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1food security by providing farmers

1greatly magnified the contributions of

income for buying food. The cotton and

drought and the biofuel boom in

groundnuts sectors in the Sahel were

depleting buffer food reserves.

severely affected by unfair trade, lead-

Global
Food Crisis

Unfair
trade has also substantially
1

ing to the loss of millions of livelihoods,

undermined food security, often in

0abandonment
abandonment and0urban
urban migraland

combination with other factors. The

0tion.
tion. Land abandonment compounded

dumping of surplus corn on Mexico as

by drought has caused further soil ero-

food security currently
The threat to0food

a consequence of US farm subsidies

sion and degradation in the Sahel. The

looms over much of the developing

eroded millions of Mexican farmers’

ensuing growth of urban populations is

world. Food prices have doubled in the

livelihoods. Later, this corn was diverted

an added threat to food security.

last 3 years.As always, it is the poor who

to feed the USA’s own biofuel industry,

will bear the brunt of this crisis and dry-

thus unleashing a food crisis in Mexico.

At the grassroots level, people have

lands are characterised by

Moreover, the abandoning of corn culti-

no choice but to struggle against this

disproportionately high poverty levels.

vation by Mexican farmers as a result of

line-up of unfavourable circumstances.

About half of the 854 million people

US dumping led to a substantial loss in

Many innovative0sustainable
sustainable agricul0ture
ture schemes have partially compen-

suffering from hunger worldwide live

corn biodiversity. Such syndromes are

on marginal, dry or degraded land.

common to many developing countries

sated for the vagaries of international

Policy-makers appear oblivious to these

that were transformed from net food

regimes by strengthening local food

facts when they tout the development

exporters to importers by the trade

security. They need our support, and

potential of biofuel crops like jatropha

regime.

more than ever before.

and their capacity to grow on marginal

Cash crops have also been crucial for

Urgent and concerted action can

land - often the only land left to the
poor.
The recent sharp hike in food prices is
misguided policies of
rooted in the0misguided
international regimes and the mutually
reinforcing effect of multiple factors.
The major factors being cited are
speculation in grains, biofuels,drought
laeding to failed harvests in major
cereal producing regions, the increased
demand for fodder in emerging
economies, and rising oil prices. An
unfair trade regime - that tolerates

Source:Worldbank

protectionism by the wealthy while
pushing liberalization on the poor - is
another significant factor, one whose
impact is often underestimated.

2007 - 2008 impact of
projected food price
increases on trade balances

Large losers (trade balance worsening> 1% 2005 GDP)
Moderate losers (trade balance worsening< 1% 2005 GDP)
Moderate gainers (trade balance improving<1% 2005 GDP)

Biofuels, apart from competing for
1
Large gainers (trade balance worsening> 1% 2005 GDP)

resources with food crops, amplify the
volatility and rise in food prices by link-

No data

ing them with oil prices. Speculation in
deregulated world markets has

Source:http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/7284196.stm
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1 world food markets, climate change
adaptation in poor countries, mitigation in rich ones, and - the adoption of

International
Agenda 2008

still turn the tide. At the national

- long-term food security and poverty

0land
land and marlevel, state support and

alleviation (rather than ‘free’ trade) as

3-14 November 2008 - CRIC 7 and CST

goals of the trade regime. International

9,lstanbul, Turkey. The 7th session of

1

0ket
ket access for small-scale farmers as
well as appropriate technology for sus-

Financial Inti-tutions must reverse

the Committee for the Review of the

tainable agriculture are of paramount

their liberalization strategies that have

lmplementation of the Convention (to

importance. Northern governments

led to the marginalisation of the small

Combat Desertification) (CRlC) will

need to withdraw their ambitious

farmer. Food aid is not - and has never

convene in conjunction with the 9th

targets for biofuel use that drive large-

been - the answer. The food production

session of the Committee on Science

scale bio-fuel production in the South,

rights and
0land
land rights of the mkulima,

and Technology (CST).

threaten food security and marginalise

the campesino, the kisan, urgently need

www.unccd.int

the poor.

to be secured.
5-7 November 2008 - ClimAdapt in

International organisations need to
equitable
prioritise the production and0equitable
0distribution
distribution of food, the regulation of

By Drynet partner: Sona Prakash,
Both ENDS, the Netherland

Gottingen, Germany by AGRECOL, the
Association for Agri-Culture & Ecology.
An Open Space Event on innovative
resources in sustainable agriculture.
Www.agrecol.de/climadapt

INTRODUCING THREE OF THE SUCCESS STORIES
WHICH CAN BE READ ON OUR WEBSITE:

14-17 December 2008 - Conference on

Participatory afforestation for carbon sequestration in Drylands -

Second conference at the Blaustein

Birjand, lran

lnstitutes for Desert Research, Ben-

The project has been designed to demonstrate that desertified rangelands

Gurion University of the Negev, Sede

can be cost-effectively reclaimed by, and for the benefit of, local people and

Boqer Campus,lsrael.

that there is significant potential to sequestrate carbon in plants and soil in

The Conference will focus on: the

Drylands, Deserts and Desertification.

there areas for overall global benefit. The project uses particpatory

drivers of dryland degradation; the

approaches to mobilize stakeholder communities and empower them to

sociological, economical and biophys-

do rehabilitation work on their owm....

ical processes and feedbacks that
generate, maintain or strengthen the

Put up defences and reforestation - Thaimbene Till, Senegal

degraded states; and the management

The programme aims to raise awareness among key players in the field of

policies and tools for conserving

rural and urban environmental protection in Senegal by exchanging infor-

desirable states and for recovery from

mation, education and communication in order to bring about a change in

undesirable states in order to maintain

behaviour and an understanding of the need for effective management.....

a sustainable system.
Http://cmsprod.bgu.ac.il/Eng/units/

Enforcement of Law and Soil Protection and Land lmprovement by TEMA
For the first time in Turkish history, a law on conservation of soil and land
management is issued by the efforts of an NGO; which is the “ The Law on
Soil Protection and Land lmprovemnet”. Drynet partner TEMA Foundation
together with its volunteers from all parts of the society actively lobbied for
the approval of this law by the parliament.....
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Agrofuels:
opportunity
or threat?
The energy crisis, product of overuse by
developed countries and high hydrocarbon prices originating in the speculation by the petrol industry, has generated a worrisome alliance between

Deforestation for soy production in Brazil, Picture by Jan Gilhuis, Solidaridad

seed companies related to genetic
manipulation, agro-chemical producers
and the automobile industry. This alliance seeks to generate alternative
energy sources and apparently con-

0present high levels of malnutrition, a

0displacement of the local population to

tribute to reducing the environmental

fact which reflects the imbalances in

effects of climate change.

the internal food market.This chows us
the conflict which exists between the

Finally it should be mentioned that the

Agrofuels are a source of energy which

production of foods land the production

objective of the production of agroduels

other regions.

is based on the mono-cultivation of

of agrofuels which offer higher profit-

is the control over the systems of food

products such as soy, sugar cane and

ability. Ln this scenario the lower wage

and energy production, resulting in

corn, while biofuels are sources of

sectors of society are the most vulner-

more rural poverty,destruction of

renewable energy of biological origin

able since they can not pay the rising

biodiversity and hunger.

such as firewood, charcoal, manure,

price for foods.

biogas, bio-hydrogenn and agricultural

By Drynet partner: Miguel Angel

waste. This leads us to the sonclusions

The argument goes that the crops

about the interest which exists amongst

designated for agrofuel production are

the agrofuel producers to favour the

developed in degraded areas which

term bio over the term agro. This way

no longer yield to intensive agricul-

they want to evade the questions which

ture this is to say that they recuperate

are directed against this alternative

degraded soils with certain crops which

proposal since it implies grave social,

are especially adapted.What is not

environmental and economical impacts

said is that these crops, if the develop,

which could possibly lead to social con-

bring about the expansion of the

flicts due to food scarcity, loss of nature,

agricultural border, eliminate the

contamination of soils and waters, and

existing biodiversity, displace pastures

territorial imbal-ances.

designated for livestock cultivation and

Crespo, Director PROBlOMA, Bolivia

0lf you like to receive this newsletter
electronically or for more details on

other crops designated for national

the articles published, contact us at

consumption, degrade the soil more

drynet@bothends.org or check our

agrofuels, they are the agro-exporters.

rapidly through the use of fertilizers

website: www.dry-net.org

The paradox is that five of there also

and pesticides,and make way for the

In Latin America ten countries produce
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Bias against drylands will
affect food security
Correcting the policy bias against

prices of the major grains, these

There have also been successful

polices inadvertently hobble poor

development models that can be

dryland farmers in their struggle to

replicated in other areas to help dryland

complete in the local and regional

farmers. Some examples are:

marketplace by growing the droughthardy grains: sorghum, millet, and
food legumes.

* Industry-driven models. Rewarding
connections have been built between
central highland farmers in kenya and

dryland agriculture can help solve

According to Dr. Dar, a lesson of 2008

the current global food crisis and

is that dependence on just a few

Traditional cultivation of maize as well

enhance the livelihoods of poor

globally traded crops can expose

as industrial crop (tea, coffee) since the

farmer.

developing countries to risks that

1970s has been supplemented with

originate far from their shores.

horticultural fresh-produce crops and

Skyrocketing maize and rice prices

dairy products. Investments in roads

caused food shortages and high prices

and other infrastructure were key to

in poor, import-dependnet countries.

success. Farmer incomes are now

This was revealed in a policy paper
on dryland agriculture issued by
Dr. William Dar, Director General of
the International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics

Over-dependence on a few crops also

(ICRISAT).

creates agro-ecological risks, such as

Dr. Dar stated that less than 10% of
public spending in developing
countries goes to agriculture, even

vulnerability to climate change (which
may increase drought frequency) and
crop disease epidemics (such as the
new ug99 strain of stem rust

urban markets in Nairobi and worldwide.

substantially higher than in neighboring
countries within the same agroecosystems. Industrial contracts from
processing and marketing enterprises
and contract farming are becoming
increasingly successful in many

currently threatening wheat).

developing countries.
* Marketing boards and cooperatives. In

Gross Domestic Product. Moreover,

“We suspect that the world may come

recent decades, governments have

less than 1% of public spending

to great its under-investment in

launched marketing boards and farmer

goes to agricultural research, which

dryland grain crops as climate change

cooperatives to advance farmer

is vital to the innovation that is the

kicks in, increasing the need for more

interests. A few were resounding

engine for new livelihood

robust, drought-hardy crops and crop

successes, such as the ‘White

opportunities. Of that only a small

traits for plant breeding”, Br. Dar

Revolution’ in india sparked by dairy

added. Planting high-value crops.

farmers in Gujarat State and expanded

though this sector commonly
accounts for about half of their

proportion is invested in dryland
agriculture.

nationally by India’s National Dairy
ICRIAT’s studies have shown that

Dryland agriculture is struggling

crop diversification has ben helping

against a headwind of policies that

dryland farmers. Demand for fruit,

are baised in favour of the “favored

vegetable, livestock and fish products

lands” (those with plenty of water).

by urban dwellers are increasing as

They also favor the influential urban

their incomes rise. By selling into

populations that are concentrated in

these markets, dryland farmers are

coastal mega-cities, and the familiar

beginning to tap a portion of this

rice, wheat and maize, Dr. Dar said.

growing wealth for themselves. High-

The bias is expressed in grain price
supports for the heavily traded
commodities, export subsidies by
many nations, preferential research
and development investments, and
others. By artificially reducing the

value crop culture also earns more
“income per drop” of water used, an

Development Board (NDDB); and the
growth of the Kenya cooperative
Creamery (KCC). Both initiatives have
been remarkable in overcoming the
challenges of collecting mass quantities
of highly perishable products logistics
and cooperation, impressive marketing,
and major technical innovations.
However, even these success have
evolved over time to ensure more

important consideration in water

involvement by smallholder.
* Producer marketing groups (PMGs).

scarce areas. It is also more labor-

These groups are owned and run by the

intensive, increasing employment

farmers or jointly with private-sector

opportunities for the poor.

partners, often with assistance from
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Pakistan’s Shakarganj Mills has fired up

REGIONAL NEWS

the country’s first sugarcane-waste
biogas plant. The 8 megawatt
cogeneraplant in Jhang supports the

NGOs, research partners, government

sugarcane mill’s onsite power and

agencies and others. ICRISAT has

heating requirements.

engaged closely with PMGs to study
their potential and constraints. “We’ve

The plant is powered by eight Jenbacher

worked with partners to stimulate ten

biogas engines from GE Energy’s

PMGs in Kenya since 2003/04, and in

Jenbacher gas engine business, based in

Asia we are closely engaged in

Jenbach, Austria.

consortia to develop sweet sorghum

the village women making patties of

bioetahnol and for the integrated

cow-dung, straw and clay to dry and

“GE’s Jenbacher gas engines are known

management of watershed,” observed

use as home cooking fuel.

for their reliability, durability and ability

Dr. Dar.

Unfortunately it was a relatively

to operate on a variety of different fuels,

inefficient use of the bio-mass and

making them a popular on-site power

Research on PMGs has found that they

caused severe indoor air pollution

solution for Pakistan’s industrial sector,”

with well documented adverse health

said Prady lyyanki, CEO of GE’s

effects.

Jenbacher gas engine business.

supportive steps are urgently needed

Well, times have changed, and with

GE Energy said Pakistan has a 3,500

in areas such as legal status, crop

the double whammy of high cost and

MW energy shortage. The company said

insurance, credit access,

the shortage of power, not just

the new biogas plant will generate

infrastructure, management skills,

individual consumers but even

enough power to support more than

and market intelligence gathering

industries are hard-pressed to find

50,000 homes in the country.

capabilities. Working with farmers to

ways to utilize their waste biomass in

In addition to powering the mill,

drive change.

productive ways. Conversion of

electricity from the plant in being

biomass to syn-gas which can then be

delivered to the national grid through a

either burnt to drive turbines, or

22-year power purchase agreement with

converted via fischer-tropsh type

local grid operator.

hold high promise, for example
increasing farmer incomes by 23% in
Kenya. To fully reach heir potential,

ICRISAT will continue to draw
attention to the policy challenges
facing these dryland poor, Dr. Dar
concluded. “We consider it a privilege
and an honor to work side-by-side
with them to overcome these
challenges. “The combination of
innovative farmers and a supportive
policy framework can help correct the

reactions into value added chemicals
and fuels, has recently gained a lot of
attention worldwide. Entrepreneurs
and investors alike are flicking to
technologies that promise higher

8/08/05/pakistans-first-sugarcane-

and in good form. The first
sugarcane-waste bio-gas plant is now
operating at the site of Shakaranj
Mills in Jhang and is producing 8MV of

Pakistan. In fact, I still remember

co-generated energy. According to the

train journeys from Karachi (in the

Cleantech Group:

Rawalpindi (north of the country)
during which I would intently watch

plant.

products.

The use of biomass as fuel is not new

very south of the country) to

the gas dehumidification process in the

Link#http://bznotes.wordpress.com/200

Pakistan has now entered the field

waste biogas plant

biogas compressor and biogas cooler for

efficiencies or better yields of valuable

bias against dryland farmers.

Pakistan’s first sugarcane-

GE Energy also provided the gas train,

waste-biogas-plant/

High food prices in Pakistan
Impact assessment and way
forward
Executive Summary
Food security in Pakistan has significantly
worsened as result of the recent food

A new 8 megawatt plant in Jhang is

prices hikes. Rural households,

supplying the sugarcane mill’s on site

particularly in the western provinces who

power and heating needs.

share a border with Afghanistan.
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And food deficit districts and most
affected. The total number of
households in Pakistan falling into this
category was estimated to be seven

Expenditures comprises a large share

While for the 45 percent of the population

of the poor’s total expenditures and

who are working as employees, it is the

food price hike has severely eroded

change in the real wages, eroded by

their purchasing power. The field

inflation. The survey also shows that as a

assessment suggests that households

result of higher food prices, food

who cannot afford to obtain medical

expenditure increased disproportionally to

assistance when sick increased from

total expenditure compared to base year

six percent to 30 percent. Similarly

2005-06. In relative terms, the increase is

there is a serious risk massive school

more pronounced in rural areas, where

At the request of Ministry of Food,

drop out and thus loss of the gains in

food expenditure rose by 10 percent and

Agriculture, and Livestock (MINFAL),

primary school enrolment achieved in

total expenditure by 4 percent, though in

Government of Pakistan (GOP), the UN

past years. Without an urgent

absolute figures the increase has been

system in Pakistan fielded an inter-

intervention Pakistan will seriously

higher in urban areas. As indicated earlier,

agency mission during 9 June and 13

miss MDG targets and, more

the poorest have been severely and

July, 2008 to assess the impact of

immediately, face deteriorating child

disproportionally affected by higher food

price spiral and food shortages on the

malnutrition (pre-crisis 38 percent of

prices. Simulation results show that

livelihoods and general welfare of

children under five years were

poorest quintile spends 13 percent more

households, particularly vulnerable

malnourished) and increased child

on food than two years ago, while the

and marginalized ones. Following this

mortality (about 50 percent of child

richest quintile spends only 5 percent

a subsequent inter-agency mission will

mortality in Pakistan is food related.

more.

The poorest households now need to

The Simulation results show an increase

spend 70% or more of their income on

in the share of severely food insecure

food and their ability to meet most

population, from 23 percent in 2005-06 to

essential expenditures for health and

28 percent in 2008. The share of

million.

be commissioned to make
recommendation for medium and long
term measures and assistance needed
by the development partners. This
report presents the main findings of
the assessment and recommends
course of action for immediate and
short term relief and measures to be
adopted by the GOP and documents
the planned donor support. The
assessment is based on consultation
with the stakeholders, assessment of
impact based on partial equilibrium
simulation modeling using Households
Integrated Economic Survey (HIES)
PSLM data for 2005/06, and repid
assessment household surveys and
traders survey.
The main findings indicate that more
than half of the surveyed households
experienced high food prices as a
shock. Most households have tried to
cope with the high food prices by
reducing non-food expenditures. The
high food prices is undermining the
poverty reduction gains, as food

education is severely compromised. In

moderately food insecure people, who

addition, the diminished purchasing

consume more than 1,700 but still less

power has severely impaired the

than the international minimum thershold

capacity of the poor households to

of 2,100 kcal per capita per day, changed

seek health care, and children

only slightly during the same period. Even

education, particularly girls. This

the population who manage to reach the

situation has further exasperated by

minimum kcal intake, a significant share

the falling nutrition level, particularly

likely to still have an inadequate diet in

for already malnourished children.

terms of nutrient intake.

High food prices affect urban and rural

Nearly half of Pakistan

households differently, as income, food
sources, expenditure patterns as well

”food insecure”: WFP

as coping strategies vary.

Saturday, April 05, 2008
ISLAMABAD: Nearly half of Pakistan’s 160

The survey further indicates that more

million are at risk of going short of food

than 40 percent of households

due to surge in prices, the World Food

reported no change in income since

Programme said on Friday.

last year, while a larger share in urban
areas observed a decrease than an
increase in income. For farmers, the
main determinant is the farm gate
price they are able to get for crops,

The WFP survey covering the year to
March showed the number of people
deemed “food insecure” had risen 28
percent to 77 million from 60 million in
the previous year.
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Prices for rice, vegetables and cooking

Programme for food security and

oil have also risen sharply, and the

productivity enhancement of small

economic hardships faced by ordinary

farmers in 1,012 villages under the Crop

The WFP estimates that anyone

people played a big part in an election

Maximization Project (CMP-ll).

consuming less than 2,350 calories per

in February that resulted in President

day is below the food security line.

Pervez Mushrraf’s political allies being
thrown out of government.

Sahib Haq, an official with the WFP’s

The project will be implemented in 26
district with the aim of ensuring
adequate food supply through increased

The new coalition government, which

production of food and cash crops. The

Pakistan, said food prices rose at least

took power last month, raised the

project is expected to generate

35 percent in the past year compared

support price it pays farmers to buy

employment and provide sustainable

with an 18 percent rise in minimum

wheat to ensure adequate supplies,

livelihood and income in the food-

wages.

but Haq said the move would result in

insecure areas.

Vulnerability Analysis & Mapping Unit in

sharply higher flour prices in months
“There is a very big gap between the

ahead.

Officials say that the project’s outreach
will be increased to 13,000 villages by

increase in prices and increase in wages
the purchasing power of the poor has

The consumer price index, a key

the year 2015-16 under a phased

gone down by the almost 50 percent,”

indicator of inflation, rose 11.25

prohramme as part of the government’s

Haq said.

percent in February from a year ago,

Mid-term Development Framework.

mainly due to food prices.
The latest findings comes a week after

Social mobilization is the centrepiece of

the World Bank urged Pakistan to make

Due to the previous administration’s

CMP-ll project because farmers in the

rapid adjustment and reforms to avert

reluctance to reduce subsidies for food

target villages will be organized into

an economic crisis as it reels from the

and fuel, the government is saddled

associations and village organizations

impact of high global for petroleum and

with a widening fiscal deficit. While

which will work with the project staff.

food.

wanting to alleviate the hardship of
the poor, the new government will face

The price of wheat flour in January was

some painful economic choices.

between 24-25 rupees (38us cents) per

The project will be implemented by the
RSPN over a period of four years,
starting from April, in partnership with

kg in three of Pakistan’s four provinces,

Link:http//www.thenews.com.pk/daily

its six rural support programmes the Aga

compared with 15 rupees per kg in

_detail.asp?id=104961

Khan Rural Support Programme,

January 2007, the WFP said.

News Pakistan

Balochistan Rural Support Programme,

Prices have since moderated to around

Rs. 428m food security project

17 rupees but are expected to shoot up

ISLAMABAD, March 27: The Ministry of

40 percent or more in the coming

Food, Agriculture and Livestock and

months, according to grain industry

the Rural Support Programme Network

officials.

(RSPN) have signed a Rs. 428 Million

National Rural Support Programme,
Punjab Rural Support Programme, Shard
Rural Support Programme and the Sindh
Rural Support Progrmmme.
Link:http://www.dawn.com/2008/03/28/top.htm

contract to maximize crop production
“There will be a big crisis,” Haq said.

in over 1,000 villages across the

Wheat flour is used to make roti and

country as part of a national food

naan, the flat unleavened breads that

security project.

are a the central component of the
Pakistani diet. Pakistan consumes about
22 million tonnes of wheat a year.

Under the contract, the ministry and
the RSPN will implement the social
mobilization component of the special

Project Director: Tanveer Arif
Editor: Mahjabeen Khan
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